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Executive Summary 

 

Hundreds of young people from across the River 
Murray catchment have undertaken detailed 
environmental assessments of the river basin and 
developed visions and action plans for projects to 
protect and restore the rivers and lands as part of 
MYRiveR Murray 2004, an Oz GREEN initiative. 

Projects such as the Australia Day award-winning 
Carp-a-thon by Renmark High School which 
directly involved over 600 community members 
and pulled 135kg of carp from the river on one 
day.  

Organising the Carpathon has been a really big 
thing in our lives. We are all much more confident 
– major. We have gained heaps of practical skills 
like letter writing and talking on the phone. We are 
the best of friends now and heaps closer with our 
teachers.… The whole thing was stress, stress, 
stress and FUN .... Overall it was a wicked 
experience.  

Renmark High School – “Youth River Us” 

MYRiveR Murray involved young people from 37 
schools and 9 regional centres throughout the 
River Murray catchment in undertaking in the 
biggest community led investigation into river 
health ever undertaken in Australia:  

• a snapshot investigation of river health at 171 
sites from Corryong to the Coorong,  

• 874 community surveys,  

• youth analysis of the situation,  

• youth vision for the future and action plans for 
school projects developed.  

At each regional centre young people and their 
communities worked alongside Oz GREEN to 
investigate the health of the catchment including 
interviewing the local community, developing a 
vision for the future of the catchment and detailed 
action plans they will carry out to achieve their 
vision. Students then presented their findings, 
vision and action plans to a youth-led community 
forum, gathering support for the implementation of 
their action plans. 

MYRiveR Murray has also led to South Australian 
students presenting to State Parliament on their 
findings and to the River Murray community 
meeting organised by ACF attended by over 500 
people in Adelaide. 

Students were also invited to participate in Youth 
LEAD programs run by Oz GREEN in Albury, 
Renmark and Murray Bridge to further extend 
their leadership skills. 

MYRiveR has led to young people across the 
River Murray catchment having their voice heard. 

The results of the water quality testing and 
environmental snapshot of 171 sites highlighted 
substantial catchment wide problems: 

1. Habitat degradation and collapse of floodplain 
ecological communities, wetlands and 
billabongs for hundreds of kilometres from 
Swan Hill – Swan Reach. 

2. Bank erosion of the main river channel. 

3. Low dissolved oxygen readings, high 
biochemical oxygen demand and high nutrient 
levels in tributaries. 

4. Extremely high salinity levels on the floodplain 
and tributaries– especially in the lower 
Murray. 

Interpretation of the results are limited by a 
number of factors as noted in the report. 

Over 870 community interviews were conducted 
by students. Participants expressed concern 
about the state of the catchment, especially 
declining numbers of fish and the loss of 
floodplain ecosystems. They have a vision for a 
river with more natural water flows and increased 
fish numbers. In their opinion, there needs to be 
better management, less water removed for 
irrigation and more awareness, with the 
community taking responsibility for the river. 

Too much water is being let out of the river. The 
environment needs to be looked after by getting 
the first slice of the cake, and then what is left 
should be for our needs. I can’t understand why 
we can’t coordinate flows to get water over the 
floodplain. It would be nice to see a bit of green 
grass around again. 

It used to flood twice every three years but our 
last flood was in 1993. There has been a major 
change in the productivity of our land – down at 
least 50% of capacity on the floodplain. We are 
about to take all the sheep off. 

Grazier, South Australia 

MYRiveR has grown from over 30 years of 
experience in youth and community education and 
engagement. The program aims to engage, equip 
and enable young people and their communities 
to care for our rivers, our land and our future. 

MYRiveR is building the capacity of hundreds of 
young people, their families and communities to 
be informed and active participants in restoring 
landscapes to health and building sustainable 
ways of living and working. 

MYRiveR Murray builds on the outcomes of 
MYRiveR Murrumbidgee (2002) and MYRiveR 
Darling (2003). Over 1,000 young people from 73 
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schools have now been involved in “taking the 
pulse” of 362 sites across the Murrumbidgee, 
Darling and Murray River catchments. 

MYRiveR Murray 2004 was supported by the 
AMP Foundation, Vodafone Australia Foundation, 
McLean Fellowships, Murray-Darling Basin 
Commission, NSW Murray Wetlands Working 
Group, Franciscan Friars, Imagination Media and 
donations to Oz GREEN from the Australian 
Public. 

There was significant coverage of MYRiveR by 
local, regional and national media, extending 
project impact and increasing awareness of 
communities throughout the catchment. The 
media coverage is ongoing as this report is 
written. 

 

Ultimately it has developed a sense of 
volunteerism in the school – moving from the 
“me generation” to the “we generation”.  
Paul Wilton, Principal Renmark High School 
 

Next Steps 
Schools involved in MYRiveR Murray are making 
significant progress with the implementation of 
their action plans.  

Follow up Youth LEAD programs have been 
conducted in Albury, Renmark and Murray Bridge 
during the latter part of 2004. 

Plans are well underway for the staging of the 
Mighty Murray Muster in 2005. This event will 
bring together young people from throughout the 
whole river basin for a youth congress to 
deliberate on MYRiveR outcomes and plan for 
collaborative activities across the catchment.  

River Murray youth will have the opportunity to 
travel to India with Oz GREEN late in 2005 to 
participate in the River Ganges Youth Congress at 
Varanasi. 

Oz GREEN and the Duke of Edinburgh 
International Award for Young People have 
established a partnership to extend the MYRiveR 
program to the Asia-Pacific Region as a new 
headline project “Water for Life”.  

Oz GREEN has made a ten-year commitment to 
the Murray-Darling basin. It is planned to continue 
the MYRiveR program on a two-year cycle in each 
of the major river basins. 

 

 

Swan Reach Area School – River Celebration 

November 2004 

Our action plan was to organise a school-
community river celebration to show what we had 
learnt at MYRiveR to the rest of the school and 
the local community.  

Our first step was to present our plan to the staff 
of the school. We were really amazed at their 
response – the whole staff got behind the idea on 
the very first day. The whole school made the 
river the focus for classes for the next school 
term, so we all had a good background on the 
river. 

We organised everything ourselves. We started 
by sending a letter to the Progress Association 
and they agreed to donate a sausage sizzle. We 
had to make heaps of phone calls and send out a 
lot of letters to organise it all and get supporters 
and guest speakers on board. We put lots of 
posters up as well. It helped to break our plan into 
small steps that we could manage. 

We set up a range of activities for the whole 
school to get involved in. We planted trees in the 
scrubland next to the reserve and did face 
painting, water testing, rubbish clean up and 
looking at macro-invertebrates. On the day we 
had guest speakers on how to use water 
efficiently; carp and native fish and sustainability 
of river use. We ran the whole program ourselves 
with the help of some parents, teachers and 
people like Pippa Kirby from Waterwatch.  

Organising the River Celebration has had a big 
impact on us all. We have gained heaps of self 
confidence, communication skills and leadership 
skills. We are better with the little kids in the 
school now. We are more organised and are 
working harder at school. The school likes us a bit 
better now – it has had a positive effect on how 
we are seen as a group. We used to have a bad 
reputation but that has changed since we showed 
we could organise something like this ourselves.  

We want to keep working on our action plan this 
year. Some of the activities we are planning next: 

S Organise the River Awareness Day as an 
annual event. The whole school is behind it 
now and it is part of the whole school 
curriculum. We are going to coordinate with 
Renmark High and maybe get other schools 
involved as well. 

S Focus on getting the school more sustainable 
by getting together a school committee to 
look at our water and energy use and waste.  

S Go to India with Oz GREEN at the end of the 
year to participate in the Ganges Youth 
Congress. That means a lot of fundraising! 

From Dylan, Boyd and Stephen 

Coordinating Teacher – Nick Worrall
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School Action Plan Case Study 

Renmark High School – Youth River Us and Carpathon October 2004 

Our action plan was to organise a Carpathon Family Day Out to fish for carp and have fun. We first took our 
idea to the school staff and presented our hopes for the day. Most of the staff got behind us 100%. A couple 
of teachers thought it was impossible but we showed them. We were able to do the project as part of our SE 
lessons in the early days, but later on we had to meet after school one day a week because there was so 
much to do. The parliament presentation got us motivated to really make a go of it. 

When more students wanted to join with us we decided to form a group we called Youth River Us. We did 
lots to promote the event in the lead up including having a launch at the Murray-Darling Association and 
having a site at the Riverland Field days. We had heaps of good feedback so that really encouraged us. 

We had a big media campaign with a TV add on WIN and a jingle for the radio. We got front page coverage 
in the Murray Pioneer and did lots of interviews with Deb Tribe on ABC Radio in the lead up to the event. We 
made a flyer and did a letterbox drop to everyone in Renmark and Paringa. We were in the DET Express and 
the Stock Journal. People were really interested because it was students doing it all. 

We prepared a risk management strategy with the help of Renmark Council, which was good because we 
had some trouble with some drunken people on the day and because we had thought it all through we knew 
what to do and just called the Police. We even had walkie-talkies to co-ordinate things. 

We approached local businesses and they were very supportive. Tash wrote a wicked letter. Apex did a big 
bacon and eggs sausage sizzle. We had donuts and ice-cream; a big marquee, a kid’s corner with 
information and games about the river we had made up; a jumping castle and face painting. We had our own 
t-shirt with all the sponsors on it. The Mayor of Renmark opened the day. We had over 600 people involved 
in the Carpathon and caught 134 kg of carp. They were used to make fertiliser.  

Organising the Carpathon has been a really big thing in our lives. We are all much more confident – major. 
We have gained heaps of practical skills like letter writing and talking on the phone. We are the best of 
friends now and heaps closer with our teachers.  

It has also had a big impact on the school. We have a whole new subject “Hands-on Land and Water”. Theo 
got top of the class in Community Studies for his Year 12 exams. We have each gained one SACE Point 
already (and we are mostly only in year 8 and 9!) and that counts for University. The whole thing was stress, 
stress, stress and FUN. It was a really great learning experience and it was very emotional. We all cried at 
the end of the day. Overall it was a wicked experience. 

Since the Carpathon we have had heaps of good things happen. We got an award from the River Murray 
Catchment Management Board; Oz GREEN presented us with MYRiveR Hero Awards; We got the school 
Environment and Community Service Award on Speech Night and we were guest speakers at the Murray-
Darling Association AGM. On Australia Day we won an award for Riverland Community Event of the Year for 
2004. 

Paul Wilton, Principal Renmark High School - From the school’s point of view we can see that there has 
been real learning for the kids – they have developed great breadth and depth of knowledge and 
understanding. There has been a significant impact on their confidence and speaking skills. Student 
enthusiasm has driven teacher enthusiasm and the teachers have really rallied around the kids. There is a 
whole school renewal that is being driven by the kids. 

The coordinating teachers Leigh Martin and Ian Howard supported significant risk taking. They are a diverse 
group of Year 8 – Year 12 students who used to not even talk to each other. Now they are friends and have 
built a great working relationship. The kids have really raised the bar - staff struggle to contain their 
enthusiasm.  

There has been a real snowball effect for the school and we are on the map because of these achievements. 
We have been approached by the Australian Landscapes Trust to work together on a water project. The 
environment is becoming more embedded in the school culture. The challenge now is to keep the energy up. 
We are moving it into whole school planning to mainstream the approach and coordinate across the 
curriculum in English, Maths and Science by introducing a new subject for years 7-12 “Hands-on Land and 
Water”.  

Ultimately it has developed a sense of volunteerism in the school – moving from the “me generation” 
to the “we generation”. 
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Outcomes/Achievements

 

Hundreds of young people from across the River 
Murray catchment have developed and begun 
implementation of innovative and strategic action 
plans to protect and restore the rivers and lands 
as part of MYRiveR Murray 2004, an Oz GREEN 
initiative. 

37 schools are currently implementing their own 
projects; connecting schools, stakeholders and 
communities and motivating them to real action 
for our environment. 

Key Outcomes:  

• Detailed environmental snapshot of the 
health of the River Murray catchment across 
171 sites 

• Development of 37 school action plans to 
reduce environmental impacts on the Murray 
catchment, with their implementation well 
underway. 

• Development of youth voice and visions for 
the future of the river in nine regional centres 
across the catchment. 

• Strengthened links between schools in the 
River Murray catchment. 

• Increased awareness of the threats to the 
River Murray catchment amongst project 
participants. 

• Increased awareness of the threats to the 
River Murray catchment amongst viewers of 
local television, readers of local newspapers, 
and listeners to local, regional and national 
radio. 

• Community forums in nine regional centres 
throughout the River Murray catchment to 
involve community members in working with 
the students toward a community vision for 
the catchment. 

• South Australian students presented to State 
Parliament on their findings and to the River 
Murray public meeting in Adelaide, organised 
by Australian Conservation Foundation and 
attended by over 500 people. 

• Outstanding students have also been chosen 
to participate in Youth LEAD programs run by 
Oz GREEN in Albury, Renmark and Murray 
Bridge to further extend their leadership skills. 

• Increased awareness of the complexity of 
challenges involved in building sustainable 
ways of living and working.  

• Real-time reporting of results on website 
www.myriver.org.au  

 

1. A detailed environmental snapshot of the 

health of the River Murray catchment. 

Thirty-seven schools worked collaboratively with 
Oz GREEN to conduct water quality testing and 
habitat assessments of 171 sites around 9 
regional centres throughout the River Murray 
catchment from Corryong to the Coorong 
(Corryong, Albury, Echuca, Bendigo, Seymour, 
Swan Hill, Mildura, Renmark, Goolwa).  

The snapshot investigation of river health, 
included measuring water quality (dissolved 
oxygen, biochemical oxygen demand, 
phosphates, pH, temperature, salinity, faecal 
coliform, turbidity) and habitat health (over 4,400 
data sets).  

Overall the water quality data and habitat 
assessments highlighted substantial catchment 
wide problems: 

• Habitat degradation and death of floodplain 
vegetation communities, wetlands and 
billabongs for hundreds of kilometres from 
Swan Hill – Swan Reach. 

• Bank erosion of main river channel. 

• Low dissolved oxygen readings, high 
biochemical oxygen demand and high 
nutrient levels in tributaries. 

• Extremely high salinity levels on the 
floodplain and tributaries– especially in the 
lower Murray. 

 

2. Youth and community participation in real 

world science. 

Over 500 young people from 37 schools 
participated in MYRiveR Murray and presented 
the results of the catchment health snapshot at 9 
community forums that were held in regional 
centres.  

Youth from South Australia presented the results 
of their investigations into the health of the River 
Murray catchment to key SA Parliamentarians on 
21 July. The presentation was hosted by the Hon 
Peter Lewis (Member for Hammond), and 
attended by key members of parliament including 
Hon Neil Andrews (Federal Member for 
Wakefield), Hon John Hill, (Minister for the 
Environment), Mrs Karlene Mayward (Member for 
Chaffey, Minister for River Murray) and Hon Dean 
Brown (Member for Finniss).  

Students from Renmark High School and Eastern 
Fleurieu High School travelled to Adelaide on 27 
July to present their results to the River Murray 
Public Meeting organised by Australian 
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Conservation Foundation and attended by about 
500 people. Students presented MYRiveR Murray 
results, alongside key scientists from South 
Australia and Federal politicians from all parties. 
They were very well received by the audience, 
with many comments about their professionalism. 

 

3. Community Surveys 

One of the aims of MYRiveR is to initiate family 
and community conversations regarding the state 
of the river, to raise the issues at hand and open 
dialogue on future directions. With this aim 
students conducted Community Interviews as a 
means of gauging the opinion of the community 
on environmental matters and their vision for the 
region in the future. 874 surveys were conducted 
by participating students. 

 

4. Development of youth voice and vision for 

the future of the catchment. 

Project participants in each region came together 
for an environmental congress over 2 days to 
review the results of water quality investigations in 
detail and develop a vision and plans for ongoing 
action. These are actions that the participants will 
carry out in their own areas throughout and 
beyond the program. Visions were developed by 
participants at each of the 9 regional centres.  

Albury Youth Vision 

A community of people living harmoniously 
around a cultivated, clean and un-selfish 
environment, with crystal clear water and a natural 
flow. A general respect for each other and 
surrounding eco-systems, with different values 
fused together to create a peaceful and happy 
area in which we can enjoy recreational activities. 
The diversity of ideas and values come together 
as one to form a well-balanced river with an 
abundance of native flora and fauna, which we 
can be proud of. When we achieve this we will 
have a sustainable resource for all to enjoy. 

 

5. School action plans developed and 

implementation begun. 

Action plans were developed by participating 
schools. Examples of plans include:  

• Community fun days and Carp catching 
marathons 

• Community field days and celebrations 
• Youth advertising campaigns 
• Native fish breeding program 
• Building and installing bird nesting boxes in 

school yard and along local creek 
• Native plant propagation and planting 
• Developing whole school approach to 

environmental education 
Follow up indicates that many school have 
completed or made significant progress 
implementing their action plans, involving 
hundreds of additional people from their local 
community in the process.  

 

6. Regional Community Forums 

In each of the 9 regional areas community forums 
were organised to facilitate the young participants 
taking a lead role in the communities to achieve 
their vision. At the forums, young people 
presented the results of MYRiveR investigations, 
vision and action plans with the aims of gathering 
community support for their plans. The students 
played a strong leadership role and involved their 
community in identifying issues of concern and 
community values. 

The community forums were attended by local 
Mayors and representatives from Local 
Government, aboriginal communities, families, 
irrigators, industry, agriculture, Landcare, 
Waterwatch and other members of the 
community. Invariably the passion and ideas of 
the participants were received warmly and the 
students led some lively discussions regarding the 
findings.  

 

7. Real-time reporting of results on website 

www.myriver.org.au  

Results of the catchment snapshot and 
photographs of the program were uploaded onto 
the MYRiveR website as the program rolled down 
the catchment from April to June 2004. This 
enabled schools and local organizations to access 
the results of the testing program within a week.  

Five hundred copies of this report (MYRiveR 
Murray 2004 Project Report) were produced and 
distributed to stakeholders and participants from 
throughout the catchment and beyond. 
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Overall MYRiveR Achievements To Date 
 

MYRiveR Murrumbidgee 2002 – 05 (see MYRiveR Murrumbidgee Report 2002) 
S 19 schools participate and develop regional visions and school action plans 
S River health snapshot of 79 sites; focus on 5 regional centres and 50-100km radius in surrounding 

district– (Tumut-Batlow-Gundagai, Cootamundra-Yass, Wagga Wagga, Griffith-Leeton-Narrandera, 
Hay-Balranald)  

S Whole catchment 2-day youth congress in Griffith Sept 02 
S Presentation to ANCID Conference Sept 02 
S Follow up shows 60% schools completed implementation of action plans and moving on to next steps 
S Murrumbidgee youth to River Ganga Youth Congress, Varanasi India Jan 03. A return visit to the 

Murrumbidgee River of Professor VB Mishra, Founder of Clean Ganges Campaign is hosted by 
participating young people and their families. 

S Youth LEAD program in Wagga May 2003 
S Youth LEADers organise the BIG Picnic Cooma, Wagga and Narrandera June 03 
S Cootamundra Turtle Dreaming - youth enrol local community and work with indigenous elders to achieve 

their vision for restoring wetlands to bring back turtles; garner council support for feasibility study and 
establish steering committee. 

S Keynote address International Youth Water Forum (Duke of Edinburgh International Award for Youth) in 
Singapore, April 2005 

 
MYRiveR Darling 2003 – 05 (see MYRiveR Darling Reports 2003 & 2004) 
S 17 schools participate and develop regional visions and school action plans  
S River health snapshot of 112 sites, focused in a 50-100km radius around 7 regional centres from 

Warwick at the headwaters of the Condamine River to Wentworth, where the Darling meets the Murray 
– (Warwick, Chinchilla-Dalby, Goondiwindi-Boggabilla, Collarenebri, Bourke-Brewarrina, Broken 
Hill-Menindee, Pooncarie-Palinyewah-Wentworth). 

S Community forums in 7 regional centres 
S Youth Special Committee “Sustaining the Darling River” involves 6 schools in presenting findings to 

NSW Parliament (May 04) with special mention in Hansard 1 June 04. 
S Warwick Youth LEAD program November 2004  
S Warwick HS keynote presentation to RiverHealth Conference in Toowoomba (July 04) 
S Presentation to the International RiverSymposium Brisbane (Sept 04) 
S Warwick Youth travel to India Feb 05 to participate in Oz GREEN’s River Ganges Youth Congress in 

Varanasi. 
 
MYRiveR Murray 2004 – 05 (see attached MYRiveR Murray 2004 Report) 
S 37 schools participate and develop regional visions and school action plans  
S River health snapshot of 171 sites, focused around 9 regional centres from Corryong in the top of the 

catchment to Murray Bridge where the river discharges into Lake Alexandrina (Corryong, Albury-
Wodonga, Bendigo, Seymour, Cobram-Echuca, Swan Hill, Mildura-Wentworth, Renmark-Waikerie-
Swan Reach, Mannum-Murray Bridge-Goolwa) (see attached Map). 

S 874 community surveys conducted by participating youth 
S World Ocean’s Day ceremony at Murray Mouth on 8 June 04 bringing water from the headwaters of 

Murrumbidgee, Murray and Darling Rivers 
S Schools implement action plans e.g. Carpathon in Renmark; Community River Day in Swan Reach 
S South Australian River Murray Schools presentation to SA Parliament 21 July 04 
S Presentation to Adelaide Public meeting for River Murray 27 July 04 (organised by ACF - over 500 

people in attendance) 
S Youth LEAD programs conducted in Adelaide (03), Bendigo (03), Albury (04), Renmark (04) and Murray 

Bridge (04). Currently organising Adelaide North and Adelaide South (05) 
S Youth River Us group set up by Renmark HS students 
S Currently setting up Mighty Murray Muster 2005 – whole river basin youth congress and presentation to 

Federal Parliament. 
S Renmark HS invited to do main stage presentation at International RiverHealth Conference, Mildura 05. 
S Murray youth invited to travel to India Nov-Dec 05 to participate in Oz GREEN’s River Ganges Youth 

Congress in Varanasi. 
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Feedback

Feedback is vital to a project such as MYRiveR, 
that aims to engage youth in assessing their own 
environment and getting involved in protecting 
their future. For a full report of the evaluation, 
refer to Appendix 1. 

 

1. Water Quality Snapshot 
As can be seen in Fig.1, students found the water 
quality testing component of the project very 
interesting, very relevant and they learnt a lot. 

The most valuable component of the snapshot as 
rated by 86% of participants was collecting the 
water samples, followed by 85% for working with 
Oz GREEN/Council/Landcare/ Waterwatch and 
82% doing the testing on site. 

The majority of respondents found the water 
testing the most interesting and specific 

suggestions for improvement focussed primarily 
on more hands-on activities and water testing. 

 

2. Congress 
From the student feedback, overall 83% rated the 
Congress excellent, with the most interesting 
component listed by 82% as meeting people who 
are doing something to protect the environment.  

 

 

In order of preference, the sections listed as most 
interesting by greater than 70% of respondents 
were: 

• Learning about water quality in the River 
Murray catchment. 

• Water quality – the global situation. 

• Presenting results and action plans to 
community. 

• Working alongside people from other schools. 

• Development of action plans. 

• Learning about other perspectives on the 
Murray catchment. 

 

Greater than 70% leaned a lot about (in order): 

• Water quality in the River Murray catchment 

• Impacts of water pollution 

• Sources of water pollution in the catchment 

• Ways to prevent water pollution 

 

The most enjoyable components of the Congress 
were the action planning and presenting to the 
community. 

 

Comments included: 

• Great experience! Good luck in the future 

• Thank you - I loved it! 

• It was a fun experience, I learnt a lot, plus I 
did something I never thought I would do. 

• Overall, an excellent activity. You have now 
inspired me to take control of this water 
problem upon an informed decision 

• I want to go over to India one day. I think 
everyone deserves a cup of clear, fresh, 
WATER! 



Photos from MYRiveR Murray 2004 
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Murray River below Wentworth 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Brainstorming issues for Albury 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students create their vision for the future in Bendigo 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Collecting a sample at Swan Reach 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Salt run-off from grape vines, Mildura 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     Meningie Area School students testing for  
Faecal Coliform 
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Community surveys in Renmark 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Oz GREEN staff and Howard Jones (MWWG) 
 test for dissolved oxygen 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students from Easern Fleuirieu School discuss results 
with Hon. Peter Lewis at Goolwa 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Analysing water testing results in Albury 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Karadoc Swamp near Mildura 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Renmark High students presenting in SA 
Parliament 
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Messages written to the Murray River on 
World Ocean’s Day 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Renmark High students formed an environment 
group and held a “carp-a-thon” as part of their 

action plan 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Presenting action plans at the Community Forum 

in Murray Bridge 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Participants poured water collected at the 
headwaters of the Murray, Darling and 
Murrumbidgee through their hands into  

the Murray mouth on World Ocean’s Day 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Water testing in Mildura 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dying River Redgums at Chowilla Station 
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Issues and Challenges 

A number of issues of concern that were highlighted in the course of the MYRiveR Murray program are 
described below. A very frequently expressed concern from young people throughout the river basin is that 
not enough is being done to address the seriousness of this situation. 

 

1. Collapse of floodplain ecosystems: throughout the Murray 
basin local communities reported that they have been 
watching the system decline for the past 10 years, but in the 
past 2 years they have witnessed the collapse of floodplain 
ecosystems on a massive scale. Every MYRiveR site 
assessed between Swan Hill and Swan Reach showed 
signs of dieback. (over 60 sites tested). 

In 2002, 51.5% of all the trees surveyed were considered 
stressed. In 2004, 75.5% of all trees at the same sites were 
considered stressed, evidence that both River Red Gum and 
Black Box on the floodplain may be experiencing significant 
population losses, demonstrating a significant change in tree 
health over a short period of time. (MDBC April 20041) 

 

2. River Murray below Wentworth – A high water level is 
maintained in the river through a series of weirs and dams. 
This enables the river to be navigable all year and allows 
sufficient head for the extraction of water for irrigation 
pumps.  

However the constant high level of water causes the water 
table to rise, bringing salt to the surface of the land. For 
people boating on the river, it would be easy to think that 
there was nothing wrong with the system. River water quality 
within the river channel was good. 

 

3. River Murray floodplain 50 metres from photo 2.  

There has been no flooding on the Murray floodplain in SA 
since 1993.The combination of no flooding, climate change 
and drought, and rising salinity has proven to be too much 
for these trees. 

It used to flood twice every three years but our last flood was 
in 1993. There has been a major change in the productivity 
of our land – down at least 50% of capacity on the 
floodplain. We are about to take all the sheep off. Jock 
Robertson, Grazier, South Australia Dec 20042 (personal 
communication) 

 

4. Salinity (Mildura) – rising water tables are bringing 
dangerous levels of salt to the surface. In affected areas, 
irrigators have to place an excess of water around roots to 
create a freshwater lens. Salty water is then drained away to 
the nearest available depression – namely the creeks, 
wetlands and billabongs of the Murray basin. 

As the water table is raised and lowered, the sediment 
layers are oxidised and reduced – releasing chemicals such 
as arsenic that have been bound up in the sediments for 
eons. “Salt is just the beginning of the chromatograph – 
there will be much worse to come as these toxics make their 
way to the surface” Dr John Williams (personal 
communication 2004). 
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5. Karadoc Swamp – a salt desert 

Wetlands are being used as a repository for excess salt 
drained from irrigation areas. Hundreds of diverse ecological 
communities are becoming salt deserts. 

 

6. Decline in fish and bird populations were reported as an 
issue of concern throughout the river basin, but especially in 
the lower parts of the catchment.  

2/3 of native fish bio-mass has been lost 

Native bird populations have plummeted (e.g. sandpiper 
numbers in the Coorong reduced from 40,000 to 2,000) 

(Prescription for a Healthy River Murray – Public Meeting, 
Adelaide July 2004, Australian Conservation Foundation) 

 

7. Carp – throughout the river basin there were frequent 
reports of problems with carp, an introduced species. Carp 
affect native fish by disturbing their eggs and breeding 
habitats. They eat the eggs of native fish, though rarely eat 
other fish. Instead they prefer to live off the detritus found in 
degraded stream beds where algae content and 
sedimentation is high. Carp stir up the mud and contribute to 
increased turbidity, making it difficult for more sensitive 
native species to survive. Carp now infest 95% of the 
Murray-Darling river system. In New South Wales carp make 
up 90% of the fish biomass6.  

 

8. Cattle grazing on wetlands and trampling riparian zones of 
the river are having a severe impact on the health of these 
ecosystems. On the shores of Lake Alexandrina (Ramsar 
site), there are many place where cattle have free access to 
the sensitive wetlands that line the lakes shores. 

 

9. Poor water conservation practice including flood irrigation 
of pasture for dairy and sheep grazing and use of overhead 
sprays for irrigating orchards, results in inefficient use of 
available water. Agricultural irrigators are using up to 70 per 
cent of all the water in Australia, with pasture for grazing the 
most extensively irrigated crop in 2002-03. Pasture for 
grazing used 2.8 million mega litres or 27% of the total 
volume of irrigation water (10.4 million ML) and amounted to 
30% of the total area irrigated nationally. Cotton was the 
next biggest user of irrigation water, accounting for 1.5 
million ML in 2002-033. 
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10. Bank erosion is a significant problem throughout the 
Murray basin. High water levels and flow regimes scour the 
banks and cause severe undercutting and eventually 
collapse of riparian zones. 

 

11. Closure of the Murray Mouth – so much water is 
removed from the Murray system, that the river no longer 
flows to the sea. Dredges operate 24 hours a day to keep 
the river mouth open to allow for some inflows into the 
Coorong. The Murray mouth has been open on only 30 days 
in the past 3 years. Water extracted for irrigation has 
increased by 50% in the past 10 years. The amount of 
variability of water level in the Coorong has declined from 
0.5 M to 0.2M – reducing shoreline habitat4.  

 

12. Trial watering of Monoman Oxbow on Chowilla Station 
SA has proved to have very disappointing outcomes. 
Following an initial flush of epicormic growth (like after a 
bushfire, when shoots of leaves come out directly from the 
main trunk) the majority of red gums are now dead. Rising 
saline water tables, no flooding onto the floodplain from over 
extraction upriver, drought and climate change are believed 
to be responsible. As one local put it – these trees are 
hundreds of years old. They can survive a drought but they 
can’t survive a drought, no flooding and rising salinity. 

 

13. Bumper grape harvest goes to waste in 2005. Grapes to 
make enough wine to fill 20 million bottles will be left to rot in 
South Australia's Riverland this vintage. In another sign of 
the industry's tough times, thousands of tonnes of 
uncontracted grapes will be left on the ground because the 
prices wineries are offering will not cover harvest costs. The 
Riverland Wine Grape Growers Association says an ideal 
growing season has resulted in bigger yields than expected5. 
(ABC Rural News 24 March 2005) To grow these grapes 
would have taken between 37 and 370 Gigalitres of water. 
(Skewes & Meissner 19977) 

 

14. Timber cutting and cattle grazing in Barmah forest. 
When 75% of river red gums in the Murray basin are 
showing signs of severe stress, it would appear that the 
removal of timber to fuel the fireplaces of Melbourne and 
Sydney homes, is a luxury we can ill afford.  

Young people in Echuca identified the mistreatment of the 
forest by visitors and campers (e.g. cutting trees for firewood 
and dumping rubbish) as their major concern. The Echuca 
area receives around 2 million visitors each year. 

1. Survey of River Red Gum and Black Box Health Along the River Murray in New South Wales, Victoria 
and South Australia - Murray-Darling Basin Commission 2004  

2. Jock Robertson, Grazier, South Australia Dec 2004 (personal communication) 
3. Australian Bureau of Statistics: Water Use on Australian Farms 2004 http://www.abs.gov.au/  
4. River Murray Public Meeting, Adelaide July 2004, (Australian Conservation Foundation) 
5. http://www.abc.net.au/rural/news/stories/s1330955.htm (24 Mar 2005) 
6. Carp will invade all rivers, expert says Heather Catchpole ABC Science Online (28 July 2004) 
7. Skewes and Meissner Irrigation Benchmarks….. (SA) Also www.dpi.qld.gov.au/horticulture/5159.htm 
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MYRiveR Background

MYRiveR - is a participatory action research 
program that is being implemented by Oz GREEN 
in each of the major sub-catchments of the 
Murray-Darling Basin. MYRiveR operates in 
regional communities and involves participants in 
assessing the health of the environment, 
developing their own vision and action plans. 
Stage 2 MYRiveR continues to build social capital 
through Youth LEAD training and whole 
catchment youth congresses. 

In 2002 - 2004 Oz GREEN has worked with over 
1,000 young people from 73 schools in “taking the 
pulse” of the whole Murrumbidgee, Darling and 
Murray River basins. 

Oz GREEN has made a 10-year commitment to 
bring the Murray-Darling basin back from the 
brink. One of the keys to saving Australia’s great 
rivers is building informed communities that are 
actively engaged in caring for their rivers and 
lands. 

MYRiveR has grown from over 30 years of 
experience in youth and community education and 
engagement. The program aims to engage, equip 
and enable young people and their communities 
to care for our rivers, our land and our future. 

MYRiveR is building the capacity of hundreds of 
young people, their families and communities to 
be informed and active participants in restoring 
landscapes to health and building sustainable 
ways of living and working. 

Numerous studies have shown that the Murray 
Darling basin is in dire trouble. MYRiveR focuses 
on the people that live and work in the region and 
supports them to develop and implement 
appropriate solutions for their region and the 
entire catchment. 

Purpose and Objectives 
The purpose of MYRiveR is to strengthen the 
capacity of young people, their families and 
communities to be informed and active 
participants in restoring landscapes to health and 
building sustainable ways of living and working 
throughout the Murray-Darling Basin. The 
objectives are to: 

• Increase awareness about issues impacting 
on health of the Murray-Darling Basin. 

• Involve local schools and communities in 
assessing the environment and measuring 
the health of their catchment through first 
hand investigations. 

• Build greater comprehension of what young 
people see as the future of the rural sector. 

• Re-connect young people to the future of 
their catchment and their community and 
promote environmental resource stewardship. 

• Build and mobilise a catchment wide network 
of passionate young people developing and 
implementing environmental initiatives within 
their local community and beyond. 

Need for MYRiveR 
Indicators of environmental quality show a decline 
of land, water quality, air quality and biodiversity 
on a local, national and international scale. 
Australia has the developed world’s greatest loss 
of plants and animals and worst land degradation; 
the world’s highest greenhouse pollution per 
head; and specifically for water quality, 26% of 
Australia’s surface waters have reached or 
exceeded sustainable extraction limits. 

Salinity, turbidity, nutrient levels, algal blooms, 
species loss and temperature changes are signs 
of declining water quality and river health. All of 
these are affected by the flow in the river. 

A scientific study (Norris R. H.et al., 2001) of the 
Murray-Darling Basin’s rivers referred to on the 
Murray-Darling Basin Commission website 
(http://wwwthelivingmurray.mdbc.gov.au) revealed 
that: 

• vegetation and wildlife are significantly 
impaired along 40% of the total river length in 
the Basin; 

• numbers of native fish, birds, plants and 
aquatic insects are declining due to loss of 
habitat; 

• lack of flooding and loss of natural water 
temperature and flow signals that tell them 
when to breed; and 

• nutrients and sediment have increased. 

A salinity audit of the Basin published in 1999 
(http://wwwthelivingmurray.mdbc.gov.au) 
projected that unless further improvements are 
made to management of the Basin’s land and 
water, salinity will rise by 30% in the Lower 
Murray and by more than 100% in many smaller 
rivers over the coming 50 to 100 years. 

The sustainable management of water in Australia 
is a major challenge. Australia is the driest 
inhabited continent on the planet and has the 
most variable stream flow and rainfall. Increased 
salinity and severe land degradation in the 
Murray-Darling basin are major environmental 
threats. Informed and active youth and community 
participation is one of the keys to reversing these 
current trends. 
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MYRiveR – The Process 

 
In each catchment (i.e. Murrumbidgee, Murray, Darling), the implementation of MYRiveR is divided into 
regional centres (see Figure 2 River Murray Regional locations). The MYRiveR program rolls out through 
regional centres in the river catchment as a two-stage process. In each regional centre, MYRiveR involves 
the following activities: 
 
MYRiveR Stage 1 

Activity 1: 

Regional Environmental 

Snapshots 

Taking the pulse of the river to check on its health by conducting 
environmental assessments and water quality testing throughout the local 
region. Schools are supported by Oz GREEN staff to conduct a 26-point health 
check (environmental assessments and water quality testing) of approximately 
20 sites selected from a 50-100km radius around each regional centre. Young 
people undertake surveys of community and family concerns, values and 
visions. 

Activity 2:  

Regional Youth 

Congresses 

Interpreting the results of these investigations to identify threats to river health 
and the value/ importance of the river. Developing youth voice, vision and 

action plans for the future of the river during youth congress. Global Case 
study of River Ganga, India. Develop strategies for youth action and action 
plans; Decide priorities, responsibilities & timeline for implementation. 

Activity 3:  

Regional, Youth-led 

Community Forums  

Youth present the results of MYRiveR investigations, vision and action plans at 
a community forum, gathering community support for their plans. They play a 
strong leadership role and involve the community in identifying issues of 
concern and community values. 

Activity 4: 

Real time reporting on 

MYRiveR Website  

www.myriver.org.au - MYRiveR website enables schools, communities and 
interested stakeholders from throughout the whole catchment and beyond to 
follow the progress of the project.  

Activity 5:  

Implementing school 

action plans  

Follow-up mentoring and support for young people and their schools within 
each regional centre to implement their action plans through phone and email 
contact and school follow-up visits. Review impact of action plans and plan 
next steps. 

 

MYRiveR Stage 2 

Activity 6:  

Youth Leadership 

Training  

Youth LEAD – youth leadership and strategic thinking skills training, with 
follow-up mentoring program for young people who show promise to become 
community leaders. (One program per 3 regional centres) 

Activity 7:  

Whole River Basin Youth 

Congress  

Bringing together participating schools from regional centres throughout each 
river catchment to look at the big picture for the whole catchment by: 
discussing regional water quality results; mapping catchment threats, values 
and trends; and developing youth vision and action plans for the whole 
catchment. 
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Fig. 2. Murray Darling Basin map including Murray regional centres 
 
 

 

 
Scope 
This report details the activities for Stage 1 of 
MYRiveR Murray that was conducted in 2004. 
The project was based in nine key regions within 
the entire River Murray catchment area. These 
regions consisted of a 50-100km radius 
surrounding the towns of Corryong, 
Albury/Wodonga, Bendigo, Seymour, Echuca, 
Swan Hill, Mildura, Renmark and Murray 
Bridge/Goolwa. 

Within each of the key regions, as per the process 
above, students from local schools were actively 
involved in: 

 

1. Regional Environmental 
Snapshot 

Day 1 

2. Regional Youth Congresses Day 2-3 

3. Regional Youth-led Community 
forums 

Day 3 

 

Timetable 
MYRiveR Murray 2004 was conducted in the 
Murray River catchment as follows: 

 

Regional Centre Dates 

Corryong   27th – 29th April 

Albury / Wodonga 3rd – 5th May 

Bendigo 7th, 10th - 11th 
May 

Seymour 12th – 14th May 

Cobram / Echuca 15th – 17th June 

Swan Hill 21, 24th - 25th May 

Mildura  28th – 29th, 31st 
May 

Renmark 2nd – 4th June 

Murray Bridge/Goolwa  7th - 9th June  
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Participating Schools 
 
Corryong College (Senior Campus) 
Sacred Heart School Corryong 
Khancoban Public School 
Albury High School 
James Fallon High School 
Xavier High School 
Murray High School 
Wodonga High School 
Eaglehawk Secondary College 
Flora Hill Secondary College 
Braemar College 
Broadford Secondary College 
Euroa Secondary College 
Seymour Technical High School 
Assumption College 
Cobram Secondary College 
Echuca High School  
Echuca Secondary College 
Nathalia Secondary College 

 
 
Swan Hill KODE School 
Swan Hill College-Senior Campus 
Manangatang P-12 College 
Tyrrell College 
Chaffey Secondary College 
Coomealla High School 
Pooncarie Public School 
St Joseph's College 
Renmark High School 
Glossop High School 
Swan Reach Area School 
Waikerie High School 
Cornerstone College 
Eastern Fleurieu R-12 School 
Mannum Community College 
Meningie Area School 
Murray Bridge High School 
Murraylands Christian School 
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Taking the Pulse: Water Quality Snapshot

 
Method 
In each of the regional centres, the water quality 
testing and environmental assessment ‘snapshot’ 
was conducted on day one of the student’s 
involvement. The dates for the testing in each of 
the regional centres were as follows: 

 

Location Dates 
Corryong Region 27th April 2004 

Albury / Wodonga Region 3rd May 2004 

Bendigo Region 7th May 2004 

Seymour Region 12th May 2004 

Cobram / Echuca Region 15th June 2004 

Swan Hill Region 21st May 2004 

Mildura Region 28th May 2004 

Renmark Region 2nd June 2004 

Murray Bridge/Goolwa 
Region  

7th June  2004 

  

Prior to the snapshot schools were arranged into 
teams and allocated 3 – 4 sites for water testing 
and habitat assessment. Teachers and team 
leaders were given prior training in water quality 
testing to enable a supervisory role in the testing 
program. Students and teachers met with 
experienced Oz GREEN and other support staff 
early in the morning of each snapshot day.  

 

Equipment was supplied by Oz GREEN and 
consisted of La Motte field testing kit and Smart 
Colorimeter.  

Faecal coliform testing was conducted using 
filtration of 1mL and 10mL duplicate samples with 
sterilised Oxfam Delagua field equipment and 
incubation at 44.5oC for 16 hours. 

A grab sample was collected from midstream of 
the waterway, using a bucket that had been rinsed 
with the site water three times. Samples for faecal 
coliform tests were collected into sterilised bottles. 
Samples for phosphate tests were collected in 
acid washed bottles. Samples were stored on ice 
for transport to the school laboratory. Samples for 
biochemical oxygen demand were also collected 
and stored in the dark for 5 days at 20oC.  

Dissolved oxygen, temperature, salinity, turbidity 
and pH testing were conducted at each site. A 15-
point habitat health assessment was conducted at 
each site. See Appendix 2 for graphs of results 
and go to www.myriver.org.au for a full list of 
results. 

On the completion of on-site sampling and testing 
teams met back at a central location to complete 
faecal coliform and phosphate tests, and to collate 
and discuss preliminary test results, with 
comparison to the ANZECC (Australian and New 
Zealand Environment Conservation Council) 
Trigger Values as detailed in Australian and New 
Zealand Guidelines for Fresh and Marine Water 
Quality. See Table 1 for ANZECC Trigger values 
for this region.

Table 1: ANZECC Water Quality Trigger Values for moderately disturbed ecosystems 
Water Quality Parameter Upland Rivers Lowland Rivers (less 

than 150m elevation) 
Freshwater lakes & 
Reservoirs 

pH 6.5 - 7.5a 6.5 – 8a 6.5 - 8.0 

Temperature Site dependent Site dependent Site dependent 

Dissolved Oxygen 
(% saturation) 

90 -110 85 - 110 90 -110 

Turbidity (NTU) 2 - 25 6-50 1 - 20 

Phosphates (mg/L) 0.015 0.02 0.005 

Salinity (μs/cm2) 
 

30-350 125 - 2200 20-30 

(Adapted from ANZECC, 2000) a= values for NSW upland Rivers are 6.5-8, for NSW Lowland Rivers are 
6.5-8.5 Note: The World Health Organisation salinity level defined as ‘desirable’ is 800 μs/cm2. Above 1500 
μs/cm2 the consequences are increasingly severe, particularly for irrigation and the environment. 
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Table 2. ANZECC Guidelines for Recreational Water Quality and Aesthetics  
 

 Drinking Water Primary Contact  
(e.g. swimming) 

Secondary Contact  
(e.g. boating and fishing) 

Faecal coliform colonies/ 
100ml 

 
0 

 
150 

 
1000 

 (Adapted from ANZECC, 2000) 
 
 
Interpretation of Data 
 
In interpreting the data, students compared their results to the ANZECC Trigger Values as detailed in Table 
1 and 2 above, discussed reasons why results could be outside these values and the reasons as to why 
results outside these values could be harmful to ecosystems. 
 
Table 3. Interpretation of Water Quality Data 

Water Quality 
Parameter 

Potential impact on waterways if 
outside ANZECC trigger values 

Possible causes 

Dissolved Oxygen 
(% saturation) 

Lack of oxygen to support aquatic plant 
and animal life 
Fish kills 

High levels of organic waste such as 
sewage and plant material in 
waterway. Micro-organisms use the 
oxygen as they break down the 
organic matter. 
Stagnant water 

Turbidity (NTU) 
 
Measure of the clarity 
of the water 

Suspended solids: 
Stop light reaching submerged plants 
and thus the amount of oxygen they 
produce 
Raise water temperature 
Bury eggs and bottom dwelling 
creatures as they settle 
Clog gills in fish 
Carriers for nutrients and 
pesticide/herbicide residues 

Erosion from lack of groundcover 
vegetation 
Runoff from building sites 
Stormwater runoff 
Agricultural runoff 
Bank erosion from lack of riparian 
vegetation 

Phosphates (mg/L) 
 
Essential plant and 
animal nutrient that 
occurs naturally in 
very low levels in 
Australian soils 

Abundance of algae and aquatic weeds 
which out-compete native plants  
Waterways choked with vegetation 
Increased Biochemical Oxygen 
Demand 
Reduced Dissolved Oxygen 
Reduced plant and animal diversity 
Blue-green algal blooms 
Eutrophication 

Eroded banks depositing sediment in 
the river 
Fertiliser run-off  
Sewage 
Faeces from feedlots, dairies and pets 
Phosphate-based detergents 
Decaying plant material 
Industrial waste 

pH 
 
Acidity or Alkalinity of 
water 

Most aquatic organisms and some 
bacterial processes require that pH be 
in a specified range. If pH changes to 
beyond the preferred range of an 
organism (including microbes), 
physiological processes may be 
adversely affected  
Physical damage to the gills, skin and 
eyes of can also occur 
 algal blooms can occur 
 

Stormwater runoff 
Agricultural runoff 
Acid Sulfate soils 
Sodic soils 

Salinity (μs/cm2) 
 
Amount of dissolved 
salts. 
 

Many species, especially micro-
organisms and bugs, can only survive a 
small range of salt concentration – high 
levels cause them to die 
Reduced food sources for other 
animals 
Interferes with plant and animal survival 

Rising water table bringing saline 
water to the surface 
Poor irrigation practices 
Groundwater seepage (especially in 
drought) 
Industrial effluent discharge 
Sewage discharge 
Agricultural runoff 
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Unsuitable for drinking or irrigation 
purposes 
The World Health Organisation level 
defined as ‘desirable’ is 800 μs/cm2. 
Above 1500 μs/cm2 the consequences 
are increasingly severe, particularly for 
irrigation and the environment. Water 
begins to taste salty above 1700 
μs/cm2. The safe upper limit for 
occasional drinking is 2300 μs/cm2. 
 

Stormwater runoff 

Faecal coliform 
(cfu/100ml) 
 
Micro-organisms 
found in the gut of 
warm-blooded animals 
– indicator of raw 
sewage contamination 
and subsequent 
pathogens 

High likelihood other pathogens 
including harmful bacteria and viruses 
are present which can harm people and 
animals drinking, swimming or even 
fishing/boating 
Increased nutrient load 
 

Sewage contamination 
Septic tanks 
Feedlot and intensive animal farming 
runoff 
Runoff from livestock 
Stormwater runoff with animal faeces 
Waterfowl or livestock faeces directly 
into waterway 

 
 
Results Summary 
Thirty-seven schools worked collaboratively to 
conduct water quality testing and habitat 
assessments of 171 sites throughout the River 
Murray catchment. Overall the water quality data 
and habitat assessments highlighted substantial 
catchment wide problems: 

• Low dissolved oxygen readings 

• High levels of Biochemical Oxygen Demand 

• High nutrient levels 

• Bank erosion and habitat degradation – 
dieback of floodplain ecological communities 

• Faecal coliforms 

• High salinity levels in the lower catchment 

Also refer to the ‘Major Issues’ section for more 
information. 

Table 4 shows the percentage of sites that failed 
to meet the ANZECC water quality guidelines, 
with sites divided to show any significant 
difference between the River Murray and its 
tributaries. 

Most notable is the significant difference between 
the tributaries and the river sites, with a much 
higher failure rate for all parameters tested at 
tributary sites. Also notable are the high failure 
rate of salinity, dissolved oxygen, biochemical 
oxygen demand, phosphates and habitat 
assessment irrespective of location. 

The Dissolved Oxygen (DO) levels are a cause for 
concern especially in the tributaries where 
extremely low values were recorded, for example 
in Albury with two sites at 12% and one at 18% 
saturation. This also is related to the high failure 

for Biochemical Oxygen Demand (BOD), with high 
level organic activity in the waterways depleting 
oxygen rapidly. 

The high levels of nutrients and faecal coliforms 
around some regional centres may be contributing 
to the DO and BOD levels and could be due to a 
number of factors including stock access, 
sewage/septic contamination and runoff from 
feedlots, grazing and agricultural land. 

The overall failure rate is a cause for concern as 
this highlights the large-scale nature of the 
problem in regard to water quality and habitat 
degradation. See the full results and graphs in 
Appendix 2. 

These results confirm staff and participant 
observations which indicate the feeder tributaries 
are significantly less healthy than the River 
Murray itself. Lack of flooding, severely degraded 
habitat and banks, stock access and agricultural 
runoff and increasing salinity are all contributing 
factors leading to the rapid decline of the majority 
of the catchment feeding into the River Murray.  

It should be noted that MYRiveR Murray 2004 
was conducted during a period of severe drought 
in the River Murray catchment. Long periods of 
drought will have impacted on the results of the 
water quality and environmental assessment.  

However, numerous studies have predicted that 
Australia will experience increased severity and 
frequency of drought as a result of global climate 
change (CSIRO Media Release - Ref 2004/06 - 
Jan 15, 2004). The impact of this on our land and 
waters needs to be addressed. 
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Table 4. Percentage of sites that failed to meet ANZECC guidelines  
 

Measure 
 

River (%fail) Tributaries (%fail) Overall (%fail) 

Dissolved Oxygen 
(% saturation) 

61 70 66 

Salinity (µs/cm2) 
 

8 40 28 

Turbidity (NTU) 
 

25 30 28 

pH 
 

17 29 25 

Biochemical Oxygen 
Demand (mg/L) 

46 64 56 

Phosphate (mg/L) 
 

44 62 55 

Faecal Coliform 
(colonies/100ml) 

24 40 34 

Habitat Assessment 
 

34 48 43 

 
 
Water Testing Snapshot Sites 
Corryong District 

Corryong/Jeremal Creek. Corryong 
Murray River Tintaldra 
Murray River Clarke Lagoon Reserve 
Bluff creek at Cudgewa Falls 
Cudgewa Creek 
Cudgewa Creek Leakes Bridge 
Thowgla Creek 
Corryong Creek  
Corryong Creek Harris Street Bridge 
Corryong Sewage Treatment Works overflow 
Corryong Creek at Colac Colac 
Corryong/Nariel Creek Nariel Creek Recreation 
Reserve 
Log Bridge Creek 
Upper Swampy Plains River Waterfall farm 
Khancoban Creek  
Swampy Plain River 
Murray River and Swampy Plains River 
Bringenbrong 
 
Albury District 

Mungamareena Rd Stormwater Outlet Albury 
Murray River/ Mungambareena Lagoon 
Murray River Albury water source point 
Woolshed Creek 
Woolshed Creek Confluence of 7/8/9 Mile creeks 
Lake Hume 
Lake Hume Bethanga Bridge 
Murray River Hume Weir Outlet 
Kiewa River 
House Creek 
House Creek  
Wodonga Waste Water Treatment Plant outfall 1 
Wodonga Waste Water Treatment Plant outfall 2 
Murray River  and Wetland area west of Wodonga 
Murray River  

Wonga Wetlands Murray Anna Branch 
Wonga Wetlands Pond 1 
Wonga Wetlands Pond 2 
Bungambawartha Creek 
Bowna Creek 
Mullegarde Creek 
Yakendandeh Creek 
Kiewa River 
 
Bendigo District 

Axe Creek Longlea Bendigo 
Campaspe River Axedale 
Loddon River Newbridge 
Bendigo Creek 
Bendigo Creek bay st 
Bendigo Creek Rosalind Park 
bendigo Creek above WWT 
Bendigo Creek below WWT 
Lake Weeroona 
Kennington Reservoir 
Lake Neangan 
Lake Tom Thumb 
5 Mile Creek 
Campaspe River 
Coliban River 
Ovens River Wangaratta 
 
Seymore District 

Kilmore Creek, Kilmore 
Sunday Creek, Broadford Bridge 
Dry Creek, Mc Kenzies Bridge, Broadford 
Sunday Creek, road to Puckapunyal 
Goulburn River, Goulburn Valley Highway to Yea 
Whiteheads Creek, Emily Street, Seymour 
Goulburn River, Goulburn Park, Seymour 
Goulburn River, Lions Park, Seymour 
Goulburn River, Bolton Street, Seymour 
Nagambie Lake Rowing Course and caravan Park 
Hughes Creek Avenel 
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Severns Creek Euroa 
 
Echuca District 

Reedy Lagoon  
Bourkes Bend Billagong  
Murray River 
Murray River, Thompsons Beach Cobram.  
Murray River near Moira Lake inlet 
Murray River Bangerang Street Echuca 
Murray River, Banyule Park State Forest 
Horeshoe Lagoon, Moama 
Murray River Moama Beach 
Murray River Echuca.  
Murray River, Victoria Park, Echuca.  
Murray River, Victoria Park, Echuca.  
Murray River, Barham Road boat ramp 
Wetland behind Cobram Abbatoir 
Moira Wetland 
Moira Creek 
Broken Creek, Nathalia. 
Goulburn River, Coys Bridge  
Campaspe River Ogilvie Street Echuca.  
Campaspe River, Echuca 
 
Swan Hill District  
Little Murray, Fish Point Rd 
Lake Boga,  
Murray River, Pental Island.  
Little Murray River, Pental Island Bridge.  
Little Murray, Riverside Park 
Murray River, Riverside Park 
Murray River, River Rd.  
Murray River, Runciman Rd.  
Murray River, Spewa Ferry Rd.  
Murray River, Nyah  
Murray River, Riverhaven Rest Area.  
 
Mildura District 

Murray River at Iraak 
Karadoc Swamp 
Bottle Bend Lagoon 
Kings Billabong 
Psyche Lagoon 
Gol Gol Swamp 
Gol Gol Creek 
Murray River below lock 11 
Murray River, Mildura 
Lake Hawthorn 
Bob Carbould Wetland (Riflebut Swamp) 
Lake Ranfurly 
Murray River, Dareton 
Thegoa Lagoon, Wentworth 
Thegoa Lagoon, Wentworth 
Murray-Darling Confluence, Wentworth 
Murray River, Wentworth, below Lock 10 
Darling River, Lethero 
Darling River, Burtundy 
Darling River, 30 km north of Wentworth 
Wallpolla Creek 
Murray River, 13 km west of Wentworth 
Horshoe lagoon 
Frenchman’s Creek – inlet to Lake Victoria 
Frenchman’s Creek (Billabong) 

Rufus River – Outlet of Lake Victoria 
 
Renmark District 

Lake Cullulleraine 
Monoman Creek Chowilla 
Monoman Oxbow Chowilla 
Ral Ral Creek 
Bookmark Creek 
Mundic Creek 
Ox bow lake, Paringa Paddock 
Murray River below Lock 5 
Murray River, Berri 
Stormwater pond, Berri 
Murray River, Loxton 
Lake Bonney 
Murray River, Waikerie Ferry ramp 
Hart Lagoon 
Murray River, Ramco 
Murray River, Morgan 
Murray River, Blanchtown 
Murray River, Swan Reach 
 
Murray Bridge - Goolwa District 

Murray River,  
Walker Flat 
Murray River, Mannum 
Reedy Creek, Caloote Rd 
Murray River, Mypolonga 
Angas River, Macclesfield 
Little Hampton Creek 
Laratinga Wetland 
Bremer River, Callington 
Angas River Strathalbyn 
Angas River 
Angas River (Port Milang) 
Murray River, Murray Bridge 
Swan Port Wetlands 
Murray River, Talem Bend 
Murray River, Wellington 
Lake Albert, Meningie 
Lake Albert mouth, Narrung 
Narrung Wetlands 
Lake Alexandrina 
Bremer River, Milang 
Finniss River (Finniss) 
Tookayerta Creek 
Currency Creek (Victor) 
Clayton Bay  
Murray River, Goolwa Channel 
Murray River, mouth 
Coorong, Noonamena 
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Community Data 
Oz GREEN has more than 16 years experience in 
conducting catchment water quality ‘snapshots’. 
All Oz GREEN senior personnel have tertiary 
science qualifications and all staff are highly 
experienced in conducting and supervising water 
quality monitoring. Quality assurance procedures 
have been incorporated in all testing programs to 
ensure accuracy of results. 

Because the same set of equipment is used 
throughout the program and this equipment is 
carefully maintained by Oz GREEN staff, the 
reliability of results obtained is high. 

The diversity of the groups involved in the project, 
means the community data collected from the 
snapshot is useful and accurate within the 
constraints of the field equipment used. 

The primary aims of MYRiveR are community 
education, engagement and action. The main 
thrust of community generated data is to create an 
informed public that can then make informed 
decisions and choices about the management of 
their local waterways. A community monitoring 
“snapshot” while providing a valuable glimpse into 
the relative health of the catchment at a particular 
time, of a particular day has several limitations. 
These are: 

• It does not provide information about what 
happened to the water quality before or after 
the time the sampling occurred. 

• It only tells us about the exact parcel of water 
that is sampled at the particular time of day 
from each site and cannot be considered to 
be representative of the entire waterway.  

• It doesn’t allow for any trend analysis as it is 
a “one off” test. 

 

Despite its limitations, community data has a 
number of advantages including: 

• monitoring of a larger number of sites  

• monitoring can be designed to be carried out 
more frequently. 

• monitoiring can serve as an “indicator” to 
highlight potential hotspots  

• raising awareness and creating an informed 
community that can then respond more 
positively to management decisions and 
make choices on resource allocation based 
on facts rather than speculation. 

• accessibility of important information to the 
community, in a format easily interpreted and 
understood. 

• involvement of volunteers (and businesses) in 
implementing on-ground actions. 

• immediate availability of results for quick 
response to high or unusual findings. 

• relatively low cost. 
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Community Surveys

 

MYRiveR aims to initiate family and community 
conversations regarding the state of the river and 
land, to raise the issues at hand and open 
dialogue on future directions. With this aim 
community interviews were carried out as a 
means of gauging the opinion of the wider 
community on environmental matters and their 
vision for the future of the river.  

Ways of approaching community members were 
discussed with participating schools during the 
congress. Students grouped into teams with an 
adult team leader to carry out the survey in local 
town centres (see Appendix 4 for Community 
Survey sample and responses) 

 

The results have been combined to generate an 
overall response for communities along the length 
of the Murray River. For detail on each of the 
regions, see the Regional Summaries section 
below and refer to Appendix 4. 

As can be seen from Fig.3, almost 90% of 
respondents thought the condition of the rivers 
was either disgusting/very bad, bad or could be 
better, while less than 10% thought it was good.  

 

When asked what changes people have observed 
in their lifetimes in the abundance and diversity of 
wildlife and habitat, 71% of respondents said they 
saw more pests and less native fish and only 4% 
said they saw more fish (see Fig.4) 

Also: 

• 52% of respondents said they saw a 
decrease in diversity/ less vegetation.  

• 28% said they observed less birds,  

• 34% said ‘don’t know’ and  

• 19% said no change.  

When asked about other changes, 32%  

 

responded with negative changes such as a 
decrease in water quality/quantity, banks 
deteriorated or less animals. Two percent of 
respondents said they had seen improvements. 

As per Fig. 5, the most frequent response in 
regard to the good attributes of the river was 
recreation (30%), followed by lifeline/water supply 
(23%). The rivers beauty and historical values 
mentioned by 12% of respondents.  

Community use of the river across the catchment 
included: 

• recreation/fishing (47%) 

• irrigation (25%) 

• water supply (15%) and  

• tourism (5%) 
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As per Fig.6, communities along the Murray have a vision for a healthy river with cleaner water, less 
pollution, higher water flows and an increase in diversity of native flora and fauna including more native fish 
and less carp. They would like to see a social climate where people are environmentally aware and have 
their say and there is less salinity and weeds such as willows. Only 4% would like to see the river remain the 
same as at present. 

A variety of responses were given for what needs to be done to bring about their vision for the river, 
including: 

S better control of river use  

S less water being used for irrigation,  

S more people respecting areas and keeping it clean  

S breeding programs for native fish 

S eradication of carp and  

S good management and law enforcement. 

 

The results from the survey were discussed and the main trends as identified by the students were included 
in the issues and action planning. 
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Planning for the future - Congresses 

 
 
Project participants in each region came together 
for an environmental congress on days 2 -3 to 
review the results of water quality investigations in 
detail and develop a vision and plans for ongoing 
action. These are actions that the participants will 
carry out in their own areas throughout and 
beyond the program.  

The dates for the each of the Regional 
Congresses were as follows: 

Location Dates 

Corryong Region 28th – 29th April  

Albury - Wodonga 
Region 

4th – 5th May  

Bendigo Region 10th - 11th May  

Seymour Region 13th – 14th May  

Cobram - Echuca Region 16th – 17th June  

Swan Hill Region 24th - 25th May  

Mildura Region 29th, 31st May  

Renmark Region 3rd – 4th June  

Murray Bridge – Coorong 
- Goolwa Region 

8th - 9th June  

Day one of the congress begins with a complete 
review of all water quality results from the 
snapshot through discussion and interpretation of 
the data to identify the issues of concern in the 
region and they way that young people value the 
riverine environment. The students also 
conducted community interviews to gauge the 
opinion of the community on environmental 
matters and their vision for the region in the future 
(see Community Surveys page 27). 

This was followed by the development of a Vision 
for the Future and Action Plans for the protection 
of the catchment (Note: visioning gives 
participants a link to the future and perception of 
how to create their vision).  

Day two of the congress was the finale to the 
project in each region, with students refining their 
action plans and then presenting their results, 
vision and action plans for the future to the 
Community Forum to engage the whole 
community in their projects to protect and restore 
their local environment. 

Welcome to Country 
Where possible Congress participants in each 
region were welcomed to Country by a local 
Aboriginal community elder, as a mark of respect 
to the traditional owners of the land on which we 

were meeting, The welcome included an 
emphasis on the importance of the spiritual 
connection to land for Aboriginal people and 
recalled memories of growing up along the River 
Murray. When elders were not able to participate, 
a formal acknowledgement of traditional owners 
was made by Congress facilitators. This included 
an apology for past and present injustices. 

Values and Concerns Think-tank 
Following the interpretation of their snapshot 
results, students worked in small groups to 
discuss their concerns for the River Murray 
catchment and in what ways the catchment was 
important to them. These groups were self 
organised by the young people involved, to 
ensure that a youth perspective was maintained. 

A comprehensive list of values and issues of 
concern were then brainstormed by the 
participants. Below is a list of some of the most 
common issues and values raised across all the 
Regional Congresses. For further details see the 
Regional Summaries. 

Values 

• Recreation: fishing, swimming, camping, 
picnics, skiing, entertainment 

• Water supply and domestic use 

• Habitat and biodiversity 

• Everything/water itself/ambience 

• Farming/economic/jobs 

• Tourism – paddle steamers 

• Irrigation 

• Animal habitat 

• Australian Icon 

• Food 

• Birdlife 

• Scenery 

• Natural environment for animals and fish 

• Ramsar site 

• Stock watering 

• Native fish 

• Indigenous 

• Creates electricity 

Concerns 

• Decrease in water quality 

• Salinity in the catchment 
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• Low levels of public awareness 

• Destruction of habitat 

• Drought 

• The way we are using the water is not 
sustainable into the future 

• Deforestation/lack of vegetation 

• Introduced species eg. Carp 

• Pollution/Rubbish/oils/litter  

• Crop irrigation is inefficient 

• Over fishing 

• River flow is backwards 

• Non existent flood and drought cycle 

• Not enough being done 

• Irrigation and cotton farming 

• Smells bad 

• Quality for use of future generations 

• Lagoons drying out 

• Erosion 

• People able to sell water rights 

• Damming up rivers 

• Increasing algae 

• Overgrazing and stock damage to river banks 

• Cost of water 

• Interstate conflict 

• Nowhere to enjoy recreation 

• Sewage contamination from people 

• Rising water table from irrigation 

• Fertilizers 

• Water contamination causing sickness 

• Reduced flow in river & at mouth 

• Level of political will to care for the river 

• Fish are dying 

• Weirs stop the river flowing 

• Not much flora & fauna/biodiversity 
Ecological Footprint 
MYRiveR participants measured their ecological 
footprint using the New Scientist “Angel or Devil” 
Quiz. Analysis of patterns of water use, energy 
use, transport, waste, consumption and eating 
enabled participants to calculate the area of land 
that is needed to sustain their lifestyle. The 
average footprint was 607. The crunch came 
when we extrapolated the impact of this lifestyle if 
everyone on the planet were to live like this – we 
would need 3-4 planets.  

 

 

Figure 8 - Ecological Footprint River Murray 04 

 
  

Youth Vision 
Visioning is a process where students are helped 
to imagine how they would like their community to 
be in the future. The technique can help them to 
envision solutions to the issues they face. With a 
positive image of where the students want to go, it 
is easier to plan how to get there. Strategies can 
have a different outlook, with an emphasis on the 
directions they would prefer to go rather than just 
developing action plans based on a projection of 
current trends.  

Participants were guided through a process of 
imagining the future 20 years from now. They 
were asked to imagine how their special place in 
the River Murray catchment would look once a 
balance had been found between people and 
nature - to picture how it would feel to be there – 
what they could hear, what they could smell, what 
sights could they see? They were asked to 
envision the successful outcomes of their efforts 
to care for the river, which began from the 
MYRiveR Congress in 2004.  

This process was very inspiring for all concerned, 
with students reporting envisioning beautiful 
sparkling images of tree lined banks. Some 
reported actually being able to see how big the 
trees they were going to plant had grown. 

The visions developed during this session 
became the basis for action plans developed by 
students. A vision statement to encapsulate these 
dreams was prepared by students for the 
community forums. 
An example of the inspiring nature of the student 
visions is that prepared by the students from the 
Albury/Wodonga region: 

A community of people living harmoniously 
around a cultivated, clean and un-selfish 
environment, with crystal clear water and a natural 
flow. A general respect for each other and 
surrounding eco-systems, with different values 
fused together to create a peaceful and happy 
area in which we can enjoy recreational activities. 
The diversity of ideas and values come together 
as one to form a well balanced river with an 
abundance of native flora and fauna, which we 
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can be proud of. When we achieve this we will 
have a sustainable resource for all to enjoy. 

Albury High School, James Fallon High School, 
Xavier High School, Murray High School and 
Wodonga High School 

To read the Visions from each region see the 
Regional Summaries below. 

Brainstorming Actions 
The closing session on the first day of the 
Congress was focussed on strategic thinking as to 
how the participants could address the issues in 
the region and work toward their vision for the 
future. The ideas were diverse and innovative and 
reflected the critical thinking inherent in the 
MYRiveR program, with the students basing their 
ideas on the water testing and environmental 
assessment, the issues this identified, the 
community interviews and their vision for the 
future of the catchment. 

The students then prioritised the issues they 
would like to work on and focussed in more depth 
to create the action plans for projects discussed 
below. 

Global Water Quality Issues 
Oz GREEN works in India, East Timor and Papua 
New Guinea with local people to facilitate the 
provision of clean water and environmental 
sustainability. Oz GREEN staff presented a power 
point program to highlight the issues faced in 
these regions to draw attention to the global water 
crisis facing people worldwide and the need to 
focus on protecting this most valuable of 
resources. A video clip about the Clean Ganges 
Campaign in Varanasi India was also shown (60 
Minutes, April 1997). 

School Action Plans 
Students worked with their own school group to 
develop plans for what they would do to carry 
forward their commitment to care for the river and 
land. Below are overviews of some of the plans 
that schools involved will be implementing over 
the coming years. Refer to Regional Summaries 
section and Appendix 3 for more details. 

• Public education campaign to get people 
involved in caring about the rivers 

• Holding community forums to involve the 
community in action plans to protect and 
restore region 

• Wide-scale regeneration of riparian 
vegetation 

• Keep Khancoban’s air and water clean by 
large scale tree planting, initiating a recycling 
program in town, persuading shopkeepers to 
reduce packaging and get rid of plastic bags 
and put signs everywhere to educate people 
about protecting our environment 

• Improving riparian and in-stream habitats, 
native fish re-stocking programs and public 
education campaigns. 

• Organising Big Picnic’s along the Murray 
catchment starting in Albury with a public 
family day with bands, food, speakers and 
other entertainment 

• Public education campaigns through water 
testing, media updates, websites, 
newspapers and direct approaches to 
industries to reduce pollution 

• Large public signs on Union Bridge based on 
community surveys on environmental 
attitudes leading to pollutant watch regime 

• Community forums to get more people 
involved  

• Television commercial made by youth for the 
public  

• Increase school environmental awareness 
through meetings, forums, bulletins, posters 

• Hold community meetings to get more people 
involved in projects 

• Organising primary school activity days 
involving water testing and action planning 

• Organise an event to let people know results 
from MYRiveR and action plans and get them 
involved 

• Form a school committee to organise: 
- Media campaign 

- School ‘adopt a river’ program and fun fair 
- Competitions between schools 

• Carp catching competitions 

• Adopt a creek program for community 
members and organisations 

• Carp eradication program involving students 

• Cigarette butts campaign involving public 
education and terracotta pots outside all 
shops in Broadford, Kilmore and Wallan  

• Work with farmers and councils to fence off 
river access and provide dams for stock.  

• Community awareness campaign targeting 
clean water  

• Tree planting programs locally, Victoria and 
Australia 

• Gain more respect for the river through 
talking to Council, campers, teachers and 
students, designing a pamphlet and publicity 
campaign  

• Community tree planting program involving 
council, media, raffles and prizes with long 
term monitoring of the trees 

• ‘Catch-a-carp’ day organised involving media, 
local businesses and community members 
with sponsorship, prizes, BBQ and activities 
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• Public awareness campaign on Carp and 
River issues 

• Large scale Carp competition to remove carp 
from River 

• Community River bank clean up day 

• Community tree/riparian vegetation planting 
day 

• Community awareness campaign involving 
community meetings, media and continued 
monitoring of river water quality 

• Eco-badge reward program in school as well 
as fundraising event 

• Bi-annual ‘Fish-o-rama’ day to get community 
involved in ridding the Murray of carp 
involving sponsorship, advertising, TV 
campaigns, prizes, entertainment 

• Community river day to make the community 
of Swan Reach aware of the health and 
Quality of the Murray River and how they can 
take action for the future. 

• Fundraising, Advertising, Clothing and 
accessories to get people to listen to the 
youth on the state of the river and do 
something about it. 

• Constructing and installing bird nesting boxes 
along the creek behind the school. Tree 
planting with local indigenous species. 

• Establishing an aquaculture program at the 
school. 

 
Community Forums 
With a strong regional focus, community forums 
were organised to enable young people to take a 
lead role in their communities to achieve their 
vision. At the forums, participants presented the 
results of MYRiveR investigations, their vision and 
action plans with the aim of gathering community 
support for their plans. They play a strong 
leadership role and involved the community in 
identifying issues of concern and community 
values. 

The community forums were attended by local 
Mayors and representatives from Local 
Government, Aboriginal communities, families, 
irrigators, industry, agriculture, Landcare, 
Waterwatch and other members of the 
community. Invariably the passion and ideas of 
the participants were received warmly and the 
students led some lively discussions regarding the 
findings. 
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Regional Summaries

1. Corryong Region 
Host: Corryong College 

Special thanks to: 

Upper Murray Health and Community Services 

Corryong College (Senior Campus) 

Sacred Heart School Corryong 

Khancoban Public School 

Corryong Region Student Vision: 
Hi we’re the students from the upper Murray 
region. Our vision is to see the River Murray with 
more native trees, less feral animals and a pristine 
habitat. There is no carp and more trout, cod and 
other native fish. The region is a popular, fresh, 
green, happy, beautiful and natural environment. 
The river is used for fun water sports, canoeing, 
fishing and camping. Together we can produce a 
rubbish free, lush, colorful future for our ever 
growing River Murray. 

Description of Area 
Corryong is a small township of 1762 people, in 
the High Country of north eastern Victoria, near 
the headwaters of the Murray. The name comes 
from “cooyong” an aboriginal word for bandicoot 
or possum fur belt. The first white men to settle in 
the Upper Murray were pastoralists. The main 
rural pursuits of Corryong are forestry, tourism, 
beef and dairy farming, one of the latter being run 
completely organically. The township is a gateway 
to the snow fields and has very cold winter 
temperatures. However, summer temperatures 
can be the highest in Victoria. 

Corryong Results 
On Tuesday 27th April, students and teachers 
from Corryong College (Senior Campus), Sacred 
Heart School and Khancoban Public School 
worked with staff from Oz GREEN and Kerry 
Flanagan and Tammy McDonnell from Upper 
Murray Health and Community Services to 
conduct habitat assessments and water quality 
testing of 17 sites on the Murray River and 
tributaries in the Corryong area. 

Overall water quality in the Corryong region would 
be expected to be the most pristine in the 
catchment due to the proximity to the headwaters. 
However, key issues of concern identified during 
the Corryong snapshot were: 

• High nutrient levels, 75% of phosphate 
readings failed to meet ANZECC Guidelines 

• Extensive erosion of creek and river banks 
and land clearing for crops/farming 

• Low dissolved oxygen levels across 61% of 
sites, with Bluff creek reading a 35% dissolved 
oxygen saturation and a total of 88% of sites 
failing to meet ANZECC Guidelines 

• 59% of sites had high faecal coliform 
readings. 

Corryong Community Survey  
Summary of responses from community 
interviews: 

• 58% thought the river could be better, 14% 
thought the condition of the river  good, whilst 
22% rated it as disgusting / very bad or bad. 

• Throughout their lifetime  

- 78% thought there were less native fish 
and more introduced species  

- 56% thought there had been a decrease 
in vegetation diversity. 28% thought there 
was an increase in willows 

- 32% thought there were less birds and 
24% thought there had been no change 

- 14% thought water quality had decreased 
and 6% thought the river banks had 
deteriorated. 

• There was a variety of ideas on the good 
attributes of the Murray – 36% said 
recreation, 27% our lifeline/water supply, 17% 
its beauty and history and 11% said the flora 
and fauna and tourism. 

• Community uses of the river included 45% 
fishing, 31% irrigation and 19% water supply. 

• Personal use was given as fishing 81%, 14% 
for electricity and water supply 

• In 20 years time 30% would like to the river 
water cleaner and healthier, 22% an increase 
in water flow and more native fish, 14% an 
increase in flora and fauna and 4% would be 
happy to see it remain the same 

• In order to bring these changes about the 
main things people would like to see is more 
water and pollution controls in place and 
more respect for the river. 

Corryong Congress 

On Wednesday 28th and Thursday 29th April 2004 
project participants came together for an 
environmental congress to review the results of 
water quality investigations in detail and develop a 
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vision and plans for ongoing action. These are 
actions that the participants will carry out in their 
own areas throughout and beyond the program.  

Issues of Concern 

1. Algae 

2. Rubbish 

3. No native trees 

4. Weeds 

5. Cow poo in the 
water 

6. Carp 

7. Erosion 

8. Taking too much 
water from the river 

9. Salinity 

Feacal from septics 

Wattles 

Too many farm 
chemicals 

Organic matter in the 
water 

Cows eroding river 
banks 

Feral animals 

Sediment 

Irrigation runoff 

Not enough rapids 

Campers not caring  

Chemicals from boats 
and cars 

Dieback 

Smoke 

Values of Catchment 

1. Fishing 

2. Swimming 

3. Drinking 

4. Clean clear water 

5. Great views 

6. Clean air 

7. Animals 

Clean the mountain 

Good environment 

Clean water for 
irrigation 

Recreation 

Picnics 

Helps grow grass 

Native fish 

Seasonal changes 

Birds 

Water fights 

Importance of 
catchment in basin 

 

Corryong Action Plans 
Some of the Action Plans developed for the region 
included the following: 

• Public education campaign to get people 
involved in caring about the rivers 

• Holding community forums to involve the 
community in action plans to protect and 
restore region 

• Wide-scale regeneration of riparian 
vegetation 

• Keep Khancoban’s air and water clean by 
large scale tree planting, initiating recycling 
program in town, persuading shopkeepers to 
reduce packaging and get rid of plastic bags 

and put signs everywhere to educate people 
about protecting our environment 

• Improving riparian and in-stream habitats, 
native fish re-stocking programs and public 
education campaigns. 

 

2. Albury Region 
Host: Wonga Wetlands Centre 

Special thanks to: 

Murray Catchment Management Board 

North East Waterwatch 

NSW Regional Landcare 

Upper Murray Catchment Landcare 

Water Quality Working Group 

Wonga Wetlands Centre 

Albury High School 

James Fallon High School 

Xavier High School 

Murray High School 

Wodonga High School 

Albury Region Student Vision 
A community of people living harmoniously 
around a cultivated, clean and un-selfish 
environment, with crystal clear water and a natural 
flow. A general respect for each other and 
surrounding eco-systems, with different values 
fused together to create a peaceful and happy 
area in which we can enjoy recreational activities. 
The diversity of ideas and values come together 
as one to form a well balanced river with an 
abundance of native flora and fauna, which we 
can be proud of. When we achieve this we will 
have a sustainable resource for all to enjoy. 

Description of Area: 
Albury is a vibrant and exciting city shaped by its 
history, climate, green open spaces, diversity and 
the majestic River Murray dividing the twin towns 
of Albury – Wodonga. It is the major urban centre 
for the region with a township of 43,000 people, 
servicing a rural region of over 160,000. The 
surrounding country side offers rich contrasts of 
landscape and supports diverse agricultural 
pursuits such as sheep, wheat, wineries and 
fisheries. The cities have a rich cultural heritage. 
Hamilton Hume and William Hovell passed 
through the area in 1824 and long before the 
arrival of Europeans the area was important to 
indigenous people. Mungabareena Reserve is 
home to an old Aboriginal tradition of the meeting 
of the seven Koori tribes of the district. This was a 
‘mini parliament’ where intertribal law was 
discussed and marriages were performed. 
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Albury Results  
On Monday 3rd May, students and teachers from 
Albury High School, James Fallon High School, 
Xavier High School, Murray High School and 
Wodonga High School worked with staff from Oz 
GREEN, Mike Copeland from Wonga Wetlands, 
Emmo Willinick, Kim Krebs and David Costello 
from Landcare, local Waterwatch co-ordinator 
Toni Costello, Peter Huhta from Water Quality 
Working group and Tony Dawson from the Murray 
Catchment Management Board to conduct habitat 
assessments and water quality testing of 18 sites 
from the Murray River and its tributaries around 
Albury/Wodonga. 

Key issues of concern in the Albury/Wodonga 
snapshot were: 

• 75% of sites had Biochemical Oxygen 
Demand readings above 2mg/L with the 
highest being 16.4mg/L 

• Low dissolved oxygen readings with 66% 
falling outside of the ANZECC Guidelines and 
3 sites with readings below 20% saturation 

• 44% of sites recorded a faecal coliform level 
above the recommended level for swimming 
with one site having a count of 4120 (safe 
level for secondary contact is 1000)  

• High nutrient levels, half of the sites tested 
were outside the ANZECC Guidelines 

• High salinity levels with 44% above the 
ANZECC recommended level and some sites 
up to 5-6 times above. 

Albury Community Survey  
Summary of responses from community 
interviews: 

• 46% thought the river could be better, 17% 
thought the condition of the river good whilst 
22% rated it as very bad. 

• Throughout their lifetime  

- 61% thought there were less native fish 
and more introduced species 

- 32% thought there had been a decrease 
in vegetation diversity 

- 29% thought there were less birds and 
36% thought there had been no change 

- 16% thought water quality had decreased 
and 9% thought the river banks had 
deteriorated. 

• There was a broad spectrum of ideas on the 
good attributes of the Murray – 6% said 
recreation, 26% our lifeline/water supply, 13% 
its beauty and history and less than 9% said 
either income, flora and fauna or tourism. 

• Community uses of the river included 47% 
recreation and fishing, 15% irrigation, 21% 
water supply and 13% tourism 

• Personal use was given as fishing 77%, 13% 
for electricity and water supply and 8% do not 
use the river 

• In 20 years time 37% would like to see the 
water cleaner and the river healthier, 21% an 
increase in flora and fauna with less carp and 
4% a decrease in salinity levels. 

• In order to bring these changes about 20% 
would like to see water controls and less 
irrigation, 19% more water, salinity and 
pollution controls in place, 18% education, 
good management and law enforcement and 
13% more respect for the river. 

Albury Congress 
On Tuesday 4th and Wednesday 5th of May 2004, 
project participants came together for an 
environmental congress to review the results of 
water quality investigations in detail and develop a 
vision and plans for ongoing action. These are 
actions that the participants will carry out in their 
own areas throughout and beyond the program.  

Issues of Concern: 

Decrease in water quality 

water use is not 
sustainable  

Salinity increasing 

Litter 

Introduced species 

Overfishing 

River flow is backwards 

Rising water table 

Erosion 

Water level 

People able to sell water 
rights 

Damming up rivers 

Increasing algae 

High phosphate levels 

Overgrazing and stock 
damage to river banks 

Drought – farmers use 
more water 

Runoff from rain 

Drainage from irrigation is 
contaminated 

Values of the 

catchment: 

Recreation: fishing, 
swimming, camping, 
picnics, skiing, 
entertainment 

Water supply and 
domestic use 

Habitat/biodiversity 

Everything/water 
itself/ambience 

Farming 

Economic 

Jobs 
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Albury Action Plans 
Some of the Action Plans developed for the region 
included the following: 

• Organising Big Picnic’s along the Murray 
catchment starting in Albury with a public 
family day with bands, food, speakers and 
other entertainment 

• Public education campaigns through water 
testing, media updates, websites, 
newspapers and direct approaches to 
Industries to reduce pollution 

• Large public signs on Union Bridge based on 
community surveys on environmental 
attitudes leading to pollutant watch regime 

• Community forums to get more people 
involved  

• Television commercial made by youth for 
public  

 

 

3. Bendigo Region 
Hosts: City of Greater Bendigo Council 

 Eaglehawk Secondary College 
Special thanks to: 
City of Greater Bendigo Council 

Murray-Darling Basin Commission 

Eaglehawk Secondary College 

Flora Hill Secondary College 

Braemar College 

Bendigo Student Vision 
We the students of enriched central Victoria 
envisage the future of our River Murray to be 
tranquil and pleasant, inviting and natural. The 
water will be crystal clear, the wildlife will thrive 
under peaceful conditions and the vegetation will 
be luscious. The river will serve as a hybrid of 
activities and the generation of tomorrow will be 
forever appreciative. 

Description of Area: 
Situated 150 kms north of Melbourne, Bendigo is 
in the geographic heart of Victoria. It is 225 
metres above sea level, at the convergence of 
three main highways. The original inhabitants of 
the area are the Jaara people. Once gold was 
discovered in 1851 they were displaced by many 
seeking to make their fortune. Over 3000 Chinese 
settled on the goldfields in 1854 when the town 
was called Sandhurst, the name Bendigo being 
introduced in 1891. The City of Greater Bendigo 
now supports a population of 91,832. Bendigo’s 

major industries include retail, manufacturing, 
commerce, finance, education, health and 
government administration.  

Bendigo Results  
On Friday 7th May, students and teachers from 
Eaglehawk Secondary College and Braemar 
College worked with staff from Oz GREEN and 
collected samples from 16 sites along the 
Campaspe River and tributaries in the Bendigo 
and Woodend area.  

Key issues of concern in the Bendigo snapshot 
were: 

• High salinity readings, 81% failing and most 
readings over 1000 µs/cm2 

• High phosphate levels with 75% above 
ANZECC levels, Kennington Reservoir and 
Lake Weroona 196 and 95 times higher 
respectively. 

• All sites recorded low dissolved oxygen 
results with 81% below recommended levels 

• 70% of sites tested had high Biochemical 
Oxygen Demand readings 

Bendigo Community Survey  
Summary of responses from community 
interviews: 

• 32% thought the river could be better, 51% 
rated it as bad or disgusting / very bad, 11% 
thought the river was good. 

• Throughout their lifetime  

- 72% thought there were less native fish 
and more introduced species and 8% 
saw no change in native fish species  

- 73% thought there had been a decrease 
in vegetation diversity and less 
vegetation, 5% saw an increase in 
willows, and 7% saw no change 

- 30% thought there were less birds 

- 40% thought water quality had 
decreased, and 9% thought there had 
been an improvement in water quality. 

• There was a broad spectrum of ideas on the 
good attributes of the Murray – 53% said 
recreation, 17% its beauty and history, 13% 
our lifeline/water supply, and 12% said 
supports flora and fauna and tourism. 

• Community uses of the river included 46% 
recreation and fishing, 19% irrigation and12% 
water supply 

• Personal use was given as recreational 
fishing 71%, 7% for irrigation and water 
supply and 21% said they did not use the 
river. 
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• In 20 years time 43% would like to see the 
water cleaner and the river healthier, 29% an 
increase in water flow and 8% would like to 
see less carp 

• In order to bring these changes about 20% 
would like to see an increase in water flow, 
19% more water and pollution controls in 
place, 16% a breeding program for native 
fish,15% good management and law 
enforcement and 10% more respect and care 
for the river through education and social 
awareness 

Bendigo Congress 
On Monday 10th and Tuesday 11th May 2004, 
project participants came together for an 
environmental congress to review the results of 
water quality investigations in detail and develop a 
vision and plans for ongoing action. These are 
actions that the participants will carry out in their 
own areas throughout and beyond the program. 

Issues of Concern: 

Low public awareness 

Drought 

Deforestation/lack of 
vegetation 

Mining 

No where to enjoy 
recreation 

Sewage contamination  

Erosion 

Wasting water 

Low water levels 

Stormwater pollution 

Pesticides 

Rising water table from 
irrigation 

Fertilizers 

Water contamination 
causing sickness 

Weeds 

Detergents and nutrients 

Water restrictions 

Values of the 

catchment: 

Recreation 

Drinking 

Tourism 

Food 

Good facilities 

Birdlife 

Safety 

Near the water 

Cleaning 

Scenery 

Aesthetic 

Testing 

People 

 

 

Bendigo Action Plans 
Some of the Action Plans developed for the region 
included the following: 

• Increase school environmental awareness 
through meetings, forum, bulletins, posters 

• Hold community meetings to get more people 
involved in projects 

• Organising Primary school activity days 
involving water testing and action planning 

• Organise an event to let people know results 
from MYRiveR and action plans and get them 
involved 

• Form a school committee to organise: 

- Media campaign 

- School ‘adopt a river’ program and fun 
fair 

- Competitions between schools 

 

 

4. Seymour Region 
Host: Seymour Technical High School 
Special thanks to: 
Broadford Secondary College 

Euroa Secondary College 

Seymour Technical High School 

Assumption College 

Seymour Region Student Vision 
In 35 years we see that the Murray Catchment 
areas will be full of green trees, lots of native 
species of animals and plants and the water will 
be crystal clear. The environment in general will 
be much cleaner than today. Everyone is 
educated about how to take care of the 
environment whilst still enjoying it. The rivers will 
be filled with native fish and fewer carp. All foreign 
species will be growing in foreign land and will 
rapidly decline in the Murray catchment. Nature 
reserves will be flourishing with protected native 
species. To help erosion be minimal we would 
plant more trees and have walking paths for 
peoples use. All products we use will be as 
recyclable as possible to reduce trees being 
logged. 

Description of Area: 
Seymour is a substantial country town with a 
population of 7,000 located in Mitchell Shire and 
sits at an elevation of 141 metres. Prior to 
European settlement, the region was occupied by 
the Taungurung people who continued to camp 
and hold corroborees on the town site into the 
1860s.  In 1824, explorers Hume and Hovell were 
the first white men to come to the area, but more 
significantly Thomas Mitchell's party crossed the 
Goulburn River to the north of the town site in 
1836 and were followed soon after by overlanders 
& settlers. Seymour today relies on retail, 
government employment, local agriculture, the 
Army and tourism for its local resources. 
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Seymour Results  
On Wednesday 12th May, students and teachers 
from Seymour Technical High School, Broadford 
Secondary College, Euroa Secondary College 
and Assumption College worked with staff from 
Oz GREEN to collect samples from 12 sites along 
the Goulburn River and tributaries in the Seymour 
area.  

Key issues of concern in the Seymour snapshot 
were: 

• Poor habitat, extensive land clearing and 
erosion of creeks and tributaries 

• Low dissolved oxygen with only 3 sites within 
the ANZECC recommended levels 

• High phosphate readings with half of the sites 
tested failing to meet ANZECC Guidelines. 

Seymour Community Survey  
• 50% thought the river could be better, 25% 

rated it as bad ,17% thought the condition of 
the river good  

• Throughout their lifetime  

- 67% thought there were less native fish 
and more introduced species 

- 47% thought there had been a decrease 
in vegetation diversity,14% thought there 
had been no change 

- 32% thought there were less birds, and 
21% thought there had been no change 

- 23% thought water quality had 
decreased, 3% thought there had been 
improvements 

• There was a broad spectrum of ideas on the 
good attributes of the Murray –27% our 
lifeline/water supply, 27% recreation, 10% its 
beauty and history, 6% flora and fauna  

• Community uses of the river included 
recreation and fishing 58%, irrigation 17% 
and water supply 16%  

• Personal use was given as fishing 65%, 25% 
did not use the river and 6% for electricity and 
water supply 

• In 20 years time 40% would like to see the 
water cleaner and the river healthier, 14% an 
increase in water flow, 14% an increase in 
flora and fauna and 9% want to see less carp. 

• In order to bring these changes about 35% 
thought an increase in respect for the river 
with education and community projects was 
needed, 12% would like to see more water 
and pollution controls in place, 15% law 
enforcement and good management. 

Seymour Congress 
On Thursday 13th and Friday 14th May  project 
participants came together for an environmental 
congress to review the results of water quality 
investigations in detail and develop a vision and 
plans for ongoing action. These are actions that 
the participants will carry out in their own areas 
throughout and beyond the program.  

 

Issues of Concern: 

Pollution/Rubbish/oils  

Blue-green algae 

People misusing water 

Nets etc left by fisherman 

Drought 

Salinity 

Stormwater pollution 

Erosion 

Destruction of habitat 

not enough native plants 

Carp 

Phosphates 

Faecal contamination 

Too much access for 
animals and livestock 

Values of the 

catchment: 

Recreation, 
camping, serenity, 
enjoyment, water 
sports, fishing, 
yabbying, 
swimming, water 
skiing 

Wildlife 

Water supply for 
farmers 

Drinking water 

Gold panning 

Creates electricity 

Cleaning clothes 

Jobs  

Tourism 

 

Seymour Action Plans 
Some of the Action Plans developed for the region 
included the following: 

• Carp catching competitions 

• Adopt a creek program for community 
members and organisations 

• Carp eradication program involving students 

• Cigarette butts campaign involving public 
education and terracotta pots outside all 
shops in Broadford, Kilmore and Wallan  

• Work with farmers and councils to fence off 
river access and provide dams for stock.  

• Community awareness campaign targeting 
clean water  

• Tree planting programs locally, Victoria and 
Australia 
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5. Echuca Region 
Host School – Echuca High School 
Special thanks to: 
Cobram Secondary College 

Echuca High School  

Echuca Secondary College 

Nathalia Secondary College 

Echuca Student Vision: 
We envisage a future where there is harmony 
between people and animals, where we have 
people respecting each other and their 
surroundings. Our rivers have clear running water 
and there is an abundance of native wildlife with 
healthy forests to support them. People are more 
aware of their impact on the environment and act 
to keep our waterways clean and healthy. 

Description of Area:  
Echuca, an aboriginal name meaning "Meeting of 
the Waters" is indicative of the role rivers have 
played in the town's existence. Echuca is situated 
close to the junction of the Goulburn, Campaspe 
and Murray Rivers, 200 kms directly north of 
Melbourne. Original owners of the land are Yorta 
Yorta people. Echuca is the Campaspe Shire's 
largest and most diverse centre which serves 
local, regional and tourist purposes. It has a 
population of 11,000 but this number is swelled by 
the influx of tourists visiting the historic port. The 
catchment area serviced by Echuca and Moama 
has a population over 40,000. Major rural pursuits 
in the region are cereal cropping, sheep/wool, 
forestry, fisheries and dairying. Just north of  
Echuca is the world renowned Barmah Wetlands 
which are within the Barmah-Millewa Forest, the 
largest single stand of river redgum remaining on 
earth. 

Echuca Results  
On Tuesday 15th June students and teachers from 
Echuca High School, Echuca Secondary College, 
Nathalia Secondary College and Cobram 
Secondary College worked with staff from Oz 
GREEN to collect samples from 22 sites along the 
Murray River from the Echuca/Moama area to the 
Cobram area.  

Key Issues of concern in this area were: 

• Poor habitat, with extensive areas affected by 
dieback 

• 72% of sites failed to meet ANZECC 
Guidelines for dissolved oxygen 

• 57% of sites failed to meet ANZECC 
Guidelines for phosphate 

• 52% of sites recorded high turbidity readings 

• 43% of sites had high BOD readings with 
Reedy Lagoon recording 11.6mg/L. 

Echuca Community Survey  
Summary of responses from community 
interviews: 

• 47% thought the river could be better, 35% 
rated it as bad ,9% thought the condition of 
the river good  

 

• Throughout their lifetime: 

- 59% thought there were less native fish 
and more introduced species. 

- 32% thought there had been a decrease 
in vegetation diversity. 

- 39% did not know if bird numbers had 
changed, 23% thought there had been no 
change, 16% thought there had been a 
decrease and 10% thought there had 
been an increase in bird numbers. 

- 57% did not know of any other changes, 
29% thought water quality had decreased 

• There was a broad spectrum of ideas on the 
good attributes of the Murray –38% 
recreation, 16% our lifeline/water supply, 12% 
its beauty and history, 9% flora and fauna 

• Community uses of the river included 
recreation and fishing 66%, irrigation 16%, 
water supply 10% and 7% for tourism  

• Personal use was given as fishing 84%, 16% 
for irrigation electricity and water supply 

• In 20 years time 45% would like to see the 
water cleaner and the river healthier, 18% an 
increase in water flow  and open to the sea, 
9% want to see less carp and more native 
species. 

• In order to bring these changes about 19% 
would like to see more water, salinity and 
pollution controls in place, 18% law 
enforcement and good management, 18% 
thought an increase in respect for the river, 
8% an increase in education and 5% wanted 
an increase in community projects. 

Echuca Congress 
On Wednesday 16th and Thursday 17th June 
project participants came together for an 
environmental congress to review the results of 
water quality investigations in detail and develop a 
vision and plans for ongoing action. These are 
actions that the participants will carry out in their 
own areas throughout and beyond the program.  
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Issues of Concern: 

Destruction of habitat 

Bank Erosion 

Campers damage 
forest 

Litter 

Boats 

Sewage 

Cattle grazing not 
restricted 

Agriculture impacts  - 
flood irrigation of 
pastures 

Carp 

Algal Blooms 

Turbidity 

Drought – trees dying 

Low flow in 
Campaspe 

Cutting down trees – 
salinity 

Values of the 

catchment: 

Recreation  

Fishing 

Swimming 

Canoeing 

Skiing 

Wildlife 

Tourism 

Water supply 

Farmers 

Town 

Food source 

Trees 

Indigenous 

 

Echuca Action Plans 
Some of the Action Plans developed for the region 
included the following: 

• Gain more respect for the river through 
talking to Council, campers, teachers and 
students, designing a pamphlet and publicity 
campaign  

• Community tree planting program involving 
council, media, raffles and prizes with long 
term monitoring of the trees 

• ‘Catch-a-carp’ day organised involving media, 
local businesses and community members 
with sponsorship, prizes, BBQ and activities 

 

 

6. Swan Hill Region 
Host: Swan Hill KODE School 
Special thanks to: 

Swan Hill KODE School 

Swan Hill College-Senior Campus 

Manangatang P-12 College 

Tyrrell College 

 

 

 

Swan Hill Region Student Vision: 
In the future our river is going to be a little rippa! 
The water will be clean and clear and we will be 
able to see the native fish. There will be cod to eat 
and no carp. We will use water wisely and 
agriculture will use the water from the river 
responsibly. The river will have a good flow with 
lots of reeds and alive, bright healthy trees and 
grasses along the banks. Our river will be an 
enjoyable and safe place to swim, boat and camp 
with no rubbish. We want environmentally friendly 
and educated tourism and paddle steamers. 
There will be beautiful animals and wild life and 
the river will have fresh and radiant scent. 

Description of Area 
For thousands of years Aboriginals tribes roamed 
the Murray Valley attracted by its abundant food 
sources and permanent water supply. In 1836 the 
first Europeans to visit the area were led by the 
explorer Major Thomas Mitchell who named the 
area Swan Hill after a sleepless night camped on 
a rise near a flock of noisy swans. The 
municipality has a population of 20,395 and 
covers an area of 6,115 square kilometres. Swan 
Hill is one of the major urban centres with 9,770 
people. The region has traditionally featured a 
mixture of dryland and irrigated farming but 
changes in water management in recent years 
have encouraged the development of vast 
irrigated acreages supplying over sixty varieties of 
fruit and vegetables to national and international 
markets. Another important rural resource is the 
dairy industry which has seen the consolidation of 
small holdings into large groups where over 1000 
cows are milked twice daily.  

Swan Hill Results 
On Friday 21st May students and teachers from 
Swan Hill KODE School, Swan Hill College – 
Senior Campus, Manangatang P-12 College and 
Tyrell College worked with staff from Oz GREEN 
to collect samples from 12 sites along the Murray 
River and Lake Boga in the Swan Hill area. 

Key Issues of concern in the Swan Hill area were: 

• Low dissolved oxygen readings, 75% of sites 
failing to meet ANZECC recommended levels 

• High turbidity readings with 75% of sites 
above ANZECC levels 

• High faecal coliform results with 67% of sites 
above recommended levels for primary 
contact. 

Swan Hill Community Survey  
Summary of responses from community 
interviews: 

• 47% thought the river could be better, 42% 
rated it as bad or disgusting whilst 10% rated 
it as good 



Page 41 MYRiveR Murray 2004 Project Report – April 2005           © Oz GREEN 2005 

• Throughout their lifetime  

- 66% thought there were less native fish 
and more introduced species and 11% 
thought fish numbers had increased. 

- 50% thought there had been a decrease 
in vegetation diversity, 10% saw an 
improvement and 10% saw an increase 
in willows. 

- 23% thought there had been a decrease 
the same number thought there had been 
an increase. 

- 16% thought water quality had 
decreased, 5% thought the number of 
animals had decreased and 5% thought 
the banks had deteriorated. 

• There was a broad spectrum of ideas on the 
good attributes of the Murray –25% 
recreation, 27% our lifeline/water supply, 13% 
either its beauty and history, 13% flora and 
fauna and 6% tourism  

• Community uses of the river included 49% 
recreation and fishing, 27% irrigation, 9%  
water supply  and 8% for tourism  

• Personal use was given as 67% recreation 
and fishing 16% water supply, 11% irrigation 

• In 20 years time 42% would like to see the 
water cleaner, and the river healthier, 19% an 
increase in water flow  and open to the sea, 
12% want to see less carp and more native 
species and 8% are happy for it to stay the 
same 

• In order to bring these changes about 21% 
would like to see water use and irrigation 
controls in place, 14% increase in respect for 
the river including clean up programs, 7% for 
an increase in education, 17% law 
enforcement and good management and 
15% breeding program for native fish. 

Swan Hill Congress 
On Monday 24th and Tuesday 25th May project 
participants came together for an environmental 
congress to review the results of water quality 
investigations in detail and develop a vision and 
plans for ongoing action. These are actions that 
the participants will carry out in their own areas 
throughout and beyond the program.  

Issues of Concern 

Salinity in the 
catchment 

Drought 

Turbidity 

Carp 

Interstate conflict 

Values of 

Catchment 

Fishing 

Recreation 

Farming 

Tourism – paddle 
steamers 

Water extraction 

Lack of plant life in 
riparian zone 

Stock access 

Less fish 

Deteriorating 
environment 

Erosion 

Trees dying 

Rubbish 

Swimming 

Irrigation 

Water sports – 
canoeing 

Camping 

Animal habitat 

Town water supply 

Australian Icon 

 

Swan Hill Action Plans 
Some of the Action Plans developed for the region 
included the following: 

• Community tree planting program 

• Public awareness campaign on Carp and 
River issues 

• Large scale Carp competition to remove carp 
from River 

 

 

7. Mildura Region 
Special thanks to: 
Murray-Darling Freshwater Research Centre 

Murray Waterwatch - DIPNR (NSW Government) 

NSW Murray Wetlands Working Group 

Chaffey Secondary College 

Coomealla High School 

Pooncarie Public School 

St Joseph's College 

Mildura Region Student Vision 
A community of people living harmoniously 
around a cultivated, clean and un-selfish 
environment, with crystal clear water and a natural 
flow. A general respect for each other and 
surrounding eco-systems, with different values 
fused together to create a peaceful and happy 
area in which we can enjoy recreational activities. 
The diversity of ideas and values come together 
as one to form a well balanced river with an 
abundance of native flora and fauna, which we 
can be proud of. When we achieve this we will 
have a sustainable resource for all to enjoy. 

Description of Area 
Mildura is strategically located between Sydney, 
Melbourne and Adelaide and is situated on the 
mighty Murray River in North Western Victoria. 
Just 30 kms to the west of Mildura is Wentworth 
where Australia’s two largest rivers, the Darling 
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and the Murray, converge. Mildura's prosperity is 
largely due to the fact that it sits at the centre of 
one of Australia's largest fruit bowls. The irrigated 
areas of Mildura are in stark contrast to the arid 
hinterland where river gums give way to mallee 
and semi-desert conditions. The Mildura Rural 
City Council serves a community in excess of 
50,000 people, 23,893 of whom live in the town.  

Mildura Results  
On Thursday 27th May students and teachers from 
Chaffey Secondary College, Coomealla High 
School, St Joseph’s College an Pooncarie Public 
School worked with staff from Oz GREEN, 
Murray-Darling Freshwater Research Lab and 
Waterwatch to collect samples from 26 sites along 
the Murray River and Darling River in the Mildura 
and Wentworth area. 

Key Issues of concern in the Mildura area were: 

• Habitat severely degraded with extensive loss 
of trees in salt affected wetlands and large 
areas of dieback 

• The salinity levels in the Murray river were all 
within ANZECC guidelines but note that as 
soon as you get off the river there were some 
extremely high readings – Psyche lagoon 
reading 144,000_s/cm2 and Frenchmans 
billabong 310,000_s/cm2 (140 times higher 
than ANZECC levels and 310 times WHO 
recommended levels for safe drinking and 
irrigation purposes 

The river itself didn’t show many poor results 
however the tributaries were severely degraded. 
Floodplains and wetlands were dry and showed 
extreme signs of stress. There were extensive 
areas of dead and dying red gum ecological 
communities. 

Mildura Community Survey  
Summary of responses from community 
interviews: 

• 38% thought the river could be better, 38% 
rated it as bad ,18% thought the condition of 
the river was disgusting 

• Throughout their lifetime  

- 75% thought there were less native fish 
and more introduced species 

- 52% thought there had been a decrease 
in vegetation diversity 

- 36% did not know if bird numbers had 
changed, 30% thought there had been a 
decrease and 21% thought numbers had 
remained the same  

- 38% thought water quality had decreased 
and 7% thought there had been some 
improvements in the river. 

• There was a broad spectrum of ideas on the 
good attributes of the Murray –30% 
recreation, 24% our lifeline/water supply, 12% 
either its beauty and history or tourism and 
5% flora and fauna  

• Community uses of the river included 
recreation and fishing 48%, irrigation 26%, 
water supply 17% and 5% for tourism  

• Personal use was given as recreation and 
fishing 65%, 20% water supply, 7% for 
irrigation and 8% either did not know or did 
not use the river 

• In 20 years time 47% would like to see the 
water cleaner, and the river healthier, 18% an 
increase in water flow  and open to the sea, 
12% want to see less carp and more native 
species and 5% a decrease in salinity levels 

• In order to bring these changes about 15% 
increase in respect for the river, 14% for an 
increase in education, 14% would like to see 
more water, salinity and pollution controls in 
place, 11% law enforcement and good 
management and 11% breeding program for 
native fish. 

Mildura Congress 
On Friday 29th and Monday 31st May project 
participants came together for an environmental 
congress to review the results of water quality 
investigations in detail and develop a vision and 
plans for ongoing action. These are actions that 
the participants will carry out in their own areas 
throughout and beyond the program.  

Issues of Concern 

Big salinity problem 

Floodplain trees are dying 

Drought 

Lowest water level in the last 20-30 years 

Erosion 

Roots of trees exposed 

Fish are dying 

Campers too close to the river – toilets 

Water temperature changes all the time 
(Darling) 

Carp 

Pollution 

Low flow 

Weeds 

Cant swim 

Weirs stop the river flowing 

Less native birds 



Page 43 MYRiveR Murray 2004 Project Report – April 2005           © Oz GREEN 2005 

Irrigation and cotton farming 

High turbidity 

Dead trees 

Fertilizer and chemicals in the water 

Blue-green algae 

Run-off from the blocks 

Clearing of native vegetation 

Cattle and stock kill vegetation on river banks 

Smells bad 

High pH levels 

Litter 

No young fish 

Washing cars in driveways 

Mildura Action Plans 
Some of the Action Plans developed for the region 
included the following: 

• Community River bank clean up day 

• Community tree/riparian vegetation planting 
day 

• Community awareness campaign involving 
community meetings, media and continued 
monitoring of river water quality 

• Eco-badge reward program in school as well 
as fundraising event 

• Establishing a native fish breeding program to 
restock the river 

 
 
8. Renmark Region 
Host: Glossop High School 
McCormick Environment Centre 
Special thanks to: 
Australian Landscapes Trust (Calprum Station) 

McCormick Environment Centre 

Renmark Waterwatch 

Glossop High School 

Renmark High School 

Swan Reach Area School 

Waikerie High School 

 

 

 

 

Renmark Region Student Vision 
Our vision of the future is there are no carp or 
other introduced species. There is more native 
flora and fauna rejuvenating. The water is clean 
without any pollution and you can see the bottom 
of the river and the native fish swimming. You can 
see more native wildlife living along the banks and 
in the trees. People respect the river and there is 
a better balance between the river water and the 
water used for irrigation. Plants are well 
established and free of dieback. Back waters and 
ephemeral wetlands are restored with the river 
flowing naturally. 

Description of Area 
Renmark is located on the Murray River, 252 km 
north east of Adelaide on the Sturt Highway. It is 
in the Riverland region between Adelaide and 
Mildura. Renmark takes its name from an 
aboriginal word meaning “red mud’. While wine 
grape production is significant there are major 
citrus and nut plantations in existence together 
with vegetable and stone fruit production. Tourism 
is also an important part of the local economy and 
this is centred mainly on water based activities on 
the River Murray, namely houseboats, water 
skiing and fishing. The town has a population of  
7,750, but this number is swelled by the tourists 
who flock to the area for watersports. 

Renmark Results  
On Wednesday 2nd June students and teachers 
from Renmark High School, Swan Reach Area 
School and Waikerie High School worked with 
staff from Oz GREEN and Waterwatch to collect 
samples from 20 sites along the Murray River in 
the Riverina area. 

Key Issues for the region were: 

• Poor habitat, extensive land clearing and 
erosion of creeks and tributaries. 

• High salinity levels along the floodplain 

• High phosphate readings, 55% above 
ANZECC recommended levels. 

• 50% of sites tested had high BOD results with 
Hart Lagoon recording 9.5mg/L. 

• Floodplains showed extreme signs of stress 
with large areas of dieback. 

Renmark Community Survey  
Summary of responses from community 
interviews: 

• 72% rated the river condition as bad or very 
bad/disgusting, 20% thought it could be 
better, whilst only 3% rated it as good 

• Throughout their lifetime: 
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- 78% thought there were less native fish 
and more introduced species 

- 64% thought there had been a decrease 
in vegetation diversity, 4% saw an 
improvement 

- 25% thought there had been a decrease, 
18% thought there had been no change, 
11% thought some species had 
increased. 

- 16% thought water quality had 
decreased, 8% thought the number of 
animals had decreased and 3% thought 
the banks had deteriorated. 

• There was a broad spectrum of ideas on the 
good attributes of the Murray –31% 
recreation, 23% our lifeline/water supply, 12% 
its beauty and history, 11% tourism and 7% 
the flora and fauna. 

• Community uses of the river included 41% 
recreation and fishing, 29% irrigation, 19% 
water supply  and 5% for tourism. 

• Personal use was given as 55% recreation 
and fishing 25% water supply, 15% irrigation 
and 5% did not know or did not use the river.  

• In 20 years time 44% would like to see the 
water cleaner, and the river healthier, 19% an 
increase in water flow, 12% want to see less 
carp and more native species and 8% would 
like salinity levels to fall and 3% would be 
happy for the river to stay the same. 

• In order to bring these changes about 26% of 
respondents would like to see water use and 
irrigation controls in place, 14% law 
enforcement and good management, 14% an 
increase in flow, 8% breeding program for 
native fish and 7% for both an increase in 
respect for the river and an increase in 
education. 

Renmark Congress 
On Thursday 3rd and Friday 4th June project 
participants came together for an environmental 
congress to review the results of water quality 
investigations in detail and develop a vision and 
plans for ongoing action. These are actions that 
the participants will carry out in their own areas 
throughout and beyond the program.  

Issues of Concern 

Over use from 
irrigation/farming 

Dying wildlife 

Salinity 

Quality for use of 
future generations 

Values of Catchment 

Recreation 

Farming 

Wildlife habitat 

Household 
supply/drinking 

Swimming 

Over fishing 

Introduced species 

Issues 

Dieback  

Too much carp 

Murray mouth is 
blocked 

Algae 

Locks stop re-
growth 

Lagoons drying out 

Not much flora & 
fauna/biodiversity 

Smells bad in 
lagoons 

Quality of the water 

High Phosphates 

Dying farms and 
crops 

Irrigation 

Holidays 

Values 

Water on hand 

Views/aesthetic 

Well being of 
biodiversity 

Tourism/houseboats 

Gardening  

Renmark Action Plans 
Some of the Action Plans developed for the region 
included the following: 

• Bi-annual ‘Fish-o-rama’ day to get community 
involved in ridding the Murray of carp 
involving sponsorship, advertising, TV 
campaigns, prizes, entertainment 

• Community river day to make the community 
of Swan Reach aware of the health and 
Quality of the Murray River and how they can 
take action for the future. 

• Fundraising, Advertising, Clothing and 
accessories to get people to listen to the 
youth on the state of the river and do 
something about it. 

 

9. Murray Bridge Region 
Host – Murray Bridge High School 
Special thanks to: 
Alexandrina Council 

Lower Murray Waterwatch 

Monarto Zoological Park 

River Murray Youth Council 

Signal Point Environment Group 

Cornerstone College 

Eastern Fleurieu R-12 School 

Mannum Community College 
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Meningie Area School 

Murray Bridge High School 

Murraylands Christian School 

 

Murray Bridge Region Student Vision 
In the future we want a clean healthy flowing river. 
We want to see a lot more native wildlife return to 
the wetlands and surrounding rivers. To sustain 
this healthy environment we will find a healthy 
balance between irrigation, other human 
resources and the natural habitat. To create this 
natural balance there will be reduced introduced 
animal and plant species, new energy sources 
and more efficient ways of irrigation and farming. 
To make a start we will clean up the river and 
prevent pollution flowing into the river. 

Description of Area 
Murray Bridge is located 78 km east of Adelaide 
on the Murray River north of Lake Alexandina and 
sits approx 26 metres above sea level. A large 
town of around 17,000 people, it has a sprawling 
rural centre, grain silos, vegetable gardens, 
hothouses and light industry around the town 
centre. The local Ngaralta tribe of Aborigines 
called the area, Moop-pol-tha-wong, meaning 
“haven for birds”.The Ngaralta Aboriginals were 
one of eighteen proud tribes known as the 
Ngarrindjeri, who lived in the area from Mannum 
and Coorong to Cape Jervis on the Fleurieu 
Peninsula.  

Murray Bridge Results  
On Monday 7th June students and teachers from 
Cornerstone College, Eastern Fleurieu R-12 
School, Mannum Community College, Menigie 
Area School, Murray Bridge high School and 
Murraylands Christian School worked with staff 
from Oz GREEN and Waterwatch to collect 
samples from 27 sites in the Murray River, Lake 
Alexandrina and tributaries in the lower Murray 
area. 

Key issues of concern in the Goolwa snapshot 
were: 

• Low dissolved oxygen levels with 67% failing 
to meet ANZECC guidelines and 4 sites 
having levels below 50% saturation. 

• High Phosphate readings, 58% above 
ANZECC recommended levels  

• 61% above recommended levels for BOD 

• 27% of sites tested above ANZECC 
recommended levels for salinity and 67% 
above the WHO safe levels for drinking and 
irrigation use. 

 
 

Murray Bridge Community Survey  
Summary of responses from community 
interviews: 

• 22% thought the river could be better, 73% 
thought the condition of the river is bad or 
very bad. 

• Throughout their lifetime  

- 73% thought there were less native fish 
and more introduced species and 5% 
saw no change in native fish species 

- 56% thought there had been a decrease 
in vegetation diversity and 10% an 
increase in willows. 

- 36% thought there were less birds. 

- 78% did not know of other changes, 9% 
thought water quality had decreased, 2% 
thought the river banks had deteriorated. 

• There was a broad spectrum of ideas on the 
good attributes of the Murray – 24% said 
recreation, 24% our lifeline/water supply, 11% 
its beauty and history and less than 15% said 
either income, flora and fauna or tourism. 

• Community uses of the river included33% 
recreation/fishing, 30% irrigation and 22% 
water supply. 

• Personal use was given as fishing 56%, 25% 
for water supply and 15% do not use the river 

• In 20 years time 25% would like to see the 
water cleaner,12% the river healthier, 28% an 
increase in water flow, 12% an increase in 
native flora and fauna with less carp and 6% 
a decrease in salinity levels. 

• In order to bring these changes about 33% 
would like to see more water and irrigation 
controls in place, 7% education and 
community projects, 11% good management 
and law enforcement and 8% salt control 
programs. 

Murray Bridge Congress 
On World Oceans Day Thursday 8th and Friday 9th 
June project participants came together for an 
environmental congress to review the results of 
water quality investigations in detail and develop a 
vision and plans for ongoing action. These are 
actions that the participants will carry out in their 
own areas throughout and beyond the program.  

Issues of Concern 

Crop irrigation is 
inefficient 

High phosphate levels 
and algal blooms 

Salinity 

 

No under story 
vegetation 

Flow 

Decline in birdlife 
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Introduced fish species 

Low oxygen levels and 
loss of biodiversity 

High turbidity 

Non existent flood and 
drought cycle 

Willows 

Not as many native 
plants 

Reduced flow at 
mouth 

Level of political will 
to care for the river 

Not enough being 
done 

Cattle trampling 
wetlands 

 

 

Values of Catchment 

Its our main water 
source 

Recreation 

Drinking 

Tourism 

Natural environment 
for animals and fish 

Ramsar site 

 

Gardening 

Domestic use 

Jobs 

Stock watering 

Paddle steamers and 
boats 

Irrigation 

 

 

Murray Bridge Action Plans 
Some of the Action Plans developed for the region 
included the following: 

• Building nesting boxes for native animals and 
putting them up in trees around school 

• Researching about house boat waste 
regulations and making sure they are being 
enforced 

• Carp–a-rama fishing day to help remove carp 
from the river 
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www.myriver.org.au 

A project website was established at www.myriver.org.au for the Murrumbidgee 2002 and MYRiveR Darling 
2003 programs.  
 
The MYRiveR website was further developed by updating it with all the River Murray water quality snapshot 
results, visions, action plans and photos from throughout the catchment.  
 
Real time reporting of snapshot results on the website has enabled:  
• Pre – snapshot community building amongst the project participants,  
• Post snapshot sharing of results amongst schools and other stakeholders 
• Post congress publication of youth concerns, visions and action plans 
• Extension of the reach of the project to schools and interested people beyond the catchment and project 

timeframe. 
• Sharing of the project process and outcomes with the wider community (within the Murray River 

catchment and beyond). 
• Schools and stakeholders to follow the progress of MYRiveR as we roll down the river. 

 
Fig. 10 MYRiveR website 
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Sharing MYRiveR Results 

The outcomes and benefits of the MYRiveR 
program are enhanced by sharing the learning 
with the MDB community, other environmental 
education professionals and interested 
stakeholders. To foster the sharing of project 
results, Oz GREEN has prepared detailed reports, 
established the MYRiveR website, presented at 
appropriate conferences and actively sought 
media coverage of the MYRiveR program. 
Imagination Entertainment developed a MYRiveR 
community service announcement that aired on 
South Australian Television May-June 04. 

MYRiveR Report  - A detailed project report 
has been circulated to all participating schools, 
organisations and key stakeholders in the Murray-
Darling basin. A 2-page summary of project 
process and outcomes is also circulated to at 
least 100 interested organizations, annually.  

Website - Project progress, photos, 
environmental assessment results, youth vision 
and action plans and detailed project report are 
placed on the MYRiveR website 
www.myriver.org.au). This website is updated as 
the project rolls out. 

Conferences - MYRiveR Murray was 
presented as a case study and/or paper at 
the following conferences: 
• Students of Sustainability Conference in 

Melbourne in July 2004.  

• Australian Association for Environmental 
Education National Conference Adelaide, 
September 2004.  

• Social Ventures Australia Essentials Series 
2004 

• International River Symposium, Brisbane 
September 2004 

• South Australian Parliament July 2004 

• Australian Conservation Foundation Public 
Meeting – Prescription for a Healthy Murray, 
July 2004 

• NSW Government Council on Environmental 
Education Conference “Effective 
Sustainability Education – What Works? 
Why? Where Next? Linking Research with 
Practice” at the University of NSW in 
February 2004. 

• 3rd Swatcha Ganga Chattra Sangam  (River 
Ganges Youth Congress) Varanasi Feb 2005. 

• 3rd International Women & Water Conference, 
Dehradun, India February 2005 

• International Youth Water Forum, Singapore 
April 2005 (Duke of Edinburgh Awards) 

Media Coverage - Media releases were 
prepared for the MYRiveR water quality snapshot 
and catchment congress in each regional area 
and distributed by Oz GREEN. In addition the 
project has been reported on in the Oz GREEN 
Annual Report 2004. (Refer to Appendix 6 for 
media releases). MYRiveR features in the 
Museum of Australia Pass the salt exhibition – 
http://www.nma.gov.au/exhibitions/community/pas
s_the_salt/salinity_and_wagga_wagga/indian_wat
er_pot/ 

Region Coverage 

Overall The Australian 

Triple J News and Morning Show 

ABC Radio National Bush Telegraph 

ABC Regional Radio 

ABC ‘Radio The World Today’ 

Corryong Corryong Courier (multiple) 

Albury/ 
Wodonga 

WIN TV Albury/Wodonga 

Prime Television - Albury Wodonga 

The Post 

ABC Goulburn Murray (COFM) 
(multiple) 

The Daily Advertiser & Rural News 

The River FM 105.7 

The Border Mail 

Bendigo WIN TV Bendigo/Swan Hill 

ABC Central Victoria 

Bendigo Advertiser (multiple) 

Bendigo Weekly 

Echuca Riverine Herald 

The Cobram Courier 

Swan Hill The Guardian Swan Hill 

Mildura Sunraysia Daily (multiple) 

ABC Radio Mildura 

WIN TV Mildura 

Renmark The Murray Pioneer 

ABC Riverland SA (multiple) 

WIN TV Riverland 

Murray 
Bridge 

Southern Argus 

Victor Harbour Times 
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Next Steps 

MYRiveR Murray 2004 has enabled young people 
of the River Murray basin to clarify their values, 
voice their visions and plan actions for the future of 
the region. Oz GREEN has made a 10-year 
commitment to the Murray-Darling basin, enabling 
long-term relationships to be built with basin 
communities and environments. As the program 
continues to roll out, momentum is building and 
there is evidence that the second sweep of the 
catchment will produce even stronger outcomes.  

To date over 1200 young people have been 
inspired to find innovative solutions to the issues 
facing their environment. As they put these ideas 
into action they have engaged tens of thousands 
more people through their implementation. New 
directions and areas of focus are emerging as the 
program unfolds.  

MYRiveR Murray Stage 2 (2004-05)  

The outcomes of the first stage of MYRiveR 
Murray are being strengthened through follow up 
youth leadership training and whole river basin 
activities. Stage 2 MYRiveR Murray is supported 
by PriceWaterhouse Coopers Foundation, 
McLean Fellowships, Foundation for Rural and 
Regional Renewal, Pratt Foundation, Myer 
Foundation, South Australian Office for Youth, 
South Australian Department of Environment and 
Heritage, Franciscan Friars and Murray Wetlands 
Working Group.  

Youth LEAD programs have been conducted in 
Albury, Renmark and Murray Bridge during the 
second half of 2004. Youth LEAD is a leadership 
skills training and mentoring program that enables 
young people to plan and implement eco-social 
projects. Through Youth LEAD, Oz GREEN is 
building a national community of young leaders 
working in their own community and beyond.  

Mighty Murray Muster – During 2005 an Oz 
GREEN youth congress will bring together 
schools from throughout the whole river basin.  
The 37 schools that participated in the first stage 
of MYRiveR Murray are invited to present the 
results from their region and outcomes of their 
action plans. They will work together to identify 
the issues of most concern to them, develop a 
catchment wide vision for the future and co-
ordinated plans for youth to contribute to 
achieving this vision. Following the congress, it is 
planned to present these findings to Federal 
Parliament. 

River Ganga Youth Congress - An invitation has 
been extended to River Murray youth to travel to 
India with Oz GREEN to participate in the 4th 
Swatcha Ganga Chhatra Sangam (International 

Youth River Congress) – to be held on the banks 
of River Ganges in Varanasi in December 2005. 
The congress will provide opportunities for young 
people to share stories and plan strategy for joint 
projects with Indian youth. 

Indigenous Community Participation - 
MYRiveR has attracted strong interest from 
indigenous communities throughout the Murray-
Darling basin. Matt Rigney, President of the 
Murray-Darling River Indigenous Nations and 
Dharriwaa Elders Group (Walgett) have asked Oz 
GREEN to develop a program just for Indigenous 
peoples to enable them to take a more informed 
and active role in the processes of catchment 
management and to foster opportunities to learn 
from Indigenous Communities. 

Teacher Professional Development - In 2005 it 
is planned to extend the scope of MYRiveR by 
introducing 1 day professional development 
training for teachers from participating schools as 
an optional extension of the program. The training 
will take place prior to the program and strengthen 
the longer term sustainability of MYRiveR. 

Water for Life - Oz GREEN and Duke of 

Edinburgh Award for Young People Asia Pacific 
Region (IAA) have established a partnership to 
pilot a new joint headline project “Water for Life” in 
the Asia-Pacific region. Based on MYRiveR and 
Youth LEAD, it is planned to roll out the project 
through the eleven Asia Pacific countries that run 
the awards program. There are currently 155,000 
young people involved in the IAA in the Asia-
Pacific Region. 
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Appendix 1: Feedback 

 
Project impacts and processes were evaluated through surveys of participants following the 
catchment snapshots and the catchment congress.  
 
Catchment Snapshot 
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Congress Activities Feedback 
 

 
 
Overall Feedback 
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Appendix 2: Water quality testing 

results 

 

See www.myriver.org.au for a full list of results from water quality snapshot. 
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ANZECC Guidelines 85-110% 

Corryong Albury  Bendigo Seymour Echuca  Swan Hill Mildura  Renmark  Goolwa 

ANZECC Guidelines 90-110% 
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ANZECC Guidelines 
(note highland rivers 
<350, lowland rivers 
<2200 

 

 

WHO desirable level for 
drinking water 800 uS/cm2 

            Corryong Albury  Bendigo Seymour Echuca  Swan Hill Mildura  Renmark  Goolwa 



Page 56 MYRiveR Murray 2004 Project Report – April 2005           © Oz GREEN 2005 

 

 

ANZECC Guidelines (note 
highland rivers 6.5-7.5, lowland 
rivers 6.5-8) 

Corryong Albury  Bendigo Seymour Echuca  Swan Hill Mildura  Renmark  Goolwa 
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ANZECC Guidelines (note 
highland rivers <25 NTU,  
lowland rivers <50 NTU 

Corryong Albury  Bendigo Seymour Echuca  Swan Hill Mildura  Renmark  Goolwa 
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ANZECC Guidelines 
highland rivers <0.015 mg/L, 
lowland rivers <0.02 mg/L 

Corryong Albury  Bendigo Seymour Echuca  Swan Hill Mildura  Renmark Goolwa 
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ANZECC Guidelines 
(Primary contact)  
<150 colonies/100mL 

Corryong Albury  Bendigo Seymour Echuca  Swan Hill Mildura  Renmark  Goolwa 
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Recommended 
levels < 2mg/L 

Corryong Albury  Bendigo Seymour Echuca  Swan Hill Mildura  Renmark  Goolwa 
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Appendix 3: School Action Plans 
 
Corryong Region School Action Plans 
 

Sacred Heart Action Plans 

Strategy Actions Who  When 

Improve 
Habitats 

1.  Remove Feral species from the river 
2.  Plant Native trees 
3.  Rock the banks 
4.  Snags create habitats 
5.  Remove weeds 
6.  Stop erosion 

Year 6 A.S.A.P 

Research 7.  Ask community elders 
8.  Use Internet 
9.  Contact Authorities 
10.  Contact Fish farms 
11.  Contact Breeders 
12.  Research crays 

Year 6 in Pairs  

Restocking 
program 

13.  Buy fish for release 
14.  Contact government for support 
15.  Increase legal limits for fishing 

  

Community 
Education 

16.  Surveys 
17.  Meetings 
18.  Recipes or other uses for carp 
19.  Incentives to catch carp 

Year 6 
Media Contact 
Parents Club 
Service Clubs  

 

Khancoban Public School Action Plans 

Strategy Actions(what steps need to be taken) Who  When 

Keep the air 
and water clean 
in Khancoban 

1. Grow native plants from seed to sell and 
plant 

2. Talk with shire councillor to get more 
recycling bins 

3. Talk to shop keepers and get them to use 
cotton bags instead of plastic 

4. Talk to the policeman and see if he can 
fine people for littering 

5. Design signs and posters to put around 
town about keeping the environment 
clean 

Whole class Collect 
seeds 
now 
In a 
month 

Corryong College 8B Action Plans 

Strategy Actions(what steps need to be taken) Who  When 

Form an 
environment 
committee 

1. Hold a meeting 
2. Appoint people for positions 
3. Give each person a job 
4. Figure out meeting details 

All of us  

Get information 
into the 
community 

5. Design a flyer and posters 
6. Send them out and put in newspaper 
7. Talk to everybody 
8. Get information put into the Youth Council 

kit 

  

Hold a 
community 
forum 

9. Decide when and where then promote 
10. Get volunteers Have guest speakers 
11. Keep updated information about the river 
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Corryong College 8C Action Plans 

Strategy Actions(what steps need to be taken) Who  When 

Research 1. Research native plants – library and 
internet 

2. Talk to farmers and see if they will help us 
3. Talk to council to get permission and 

equipment 
4. Write to local and federal government to 

get a grant 

8C Week 5 

Fundraising 5. Have a competition to design a “Save the 
Murray” Badge 

6. Make badges and sell them 
7. Sausage sizzle 
8. Sponsors 

 End of 
term 2 

Education 9. Posters about what we are doing 
10. Website, kit, Corryong Courier, Border 

Mail, Herald Sun, flyers in mail boxes 
11. Hold an info night to encourage people to 

help us 

  

 
 
Albury Region School Action Plans 
 

Albury High Action Plan 

Strategy Action Who When 

Bungambra 
Creek Water 
Testing 

5. Training – getting students involved – bring 
two people. 
6.  Map and aerial photo of drains – send 
students to test – Once a month. 
7.Send results to council – page on school 
website * Group Meeting 
8. Find Areas of trouble 
• Updates on Radio, newspaper – Youth 

Café school web site. 
9.  Research source of pollutants – find source – 
monitor, Annual report 
• Approach council with results – annual 

report. 
10.  Encourage source to reduce discharge – 
use. 
5.  If we find a source from where the pollutants 
are coming, we can approach them and make 
sure they are aware. 
6.  Have school website and post our 
information. 
7.  If we find really bad results we will take them 
to the council immediately. 
8. Annual report to council – updating; publicise 
in media. 
11.  Pamphlets to source industries. 
12.  Approach “gently” 

 
 
 
Nat, 
Tash, 
Ros, 
Chrissie. 

 
 
 
 

1 month 
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Murray High Year 9 Action Plan 

Strategy Action Who When 

Public 
awareness 
Picnic Family 
day on river. 

1.  Find a location. 
2.  Find speakers. 
3.  Organise entertainment (Local bands, face 
painting etc.) 
4.  Get council approval. 
5.  Send letters to find sponsors. 
6.  Find Volunteers. 
7.  Organise food 
8.  Advertising (Radio, pamphlets, schools both 
primary and high and newspapers. 
Hold Event. 

Bree, Emma, 
Sheri. 

 
Chloe, Jordan 

and Co. 
Steph, Matt 
and Jordan. 
 

Bree, Emma, 
Anna, Chloe, 
Bry, Steph,  

Matt, Jordan, 
Bree, Emma 

 

 

Murray High Yr 10 Action Plans 

Strategy Action(What steps need to be taken) Who When 

Community 
Awareness. 

1.  Hold community forums, to educate people. 
2.  Get school support, organise students into 
groups. 
3.  Get local businesses involved, financially. 
4.  Advertise using schools, media, pamphlets and 
posters. 

 
Emma, 

Temealea, 
Katherine. 

 
 

Soon 

Community 
Forums. 

5.  Hire out a hall or use school halls. 
6.  Get groups to support us e.g. environment 
groups, local businesses, local members of 
parliament and youth council. 
7.  Work on a presentation to present to 
businesses. 
8.  Find sponsor/s 

  

Xavier College Action Plans 

Strategy Action (What steps need to be taken) Who When 

Public 
Education 
T.V Ad 

1.  Write Script 
2.  STEAL Ben’s camera 
3.  Find costumes 
4.  Find “Actors” 

  

 5.  Film it 
6.  Edit 
7.  Release Sound Track 
8.  Find T.V station willing to show it 

  

 9. Show it on T.V 
10.  Sit Back 
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Bendigo Region Action Plans 
 

Eaglehawk Action Plan 

Strategy Action Who When 

Public Awareness in 
school. 

1.  Run lunch-time meetings. 
2.  Community Forums 
3.  Bulletin sent home 
4.  Posters around school. 

  

Community 
Meetings. 

5.  Target creek conditions. 
6.  Tell people about issues 
7.  Advertise on Radio/T.V 
 

  

Research Solutions 9.  Internet 
10. Books 

  

Running school 
meeting. 

1.  Amy get a room 
• Es – Talk to teachers 
• Zoe – Daily Bulletin 
• Tegan – announcement 

2.  Focus on areas near and in Eaglehawk 
3.  We all share the role pf talking and tewlling 
what we have been doing the last few days. 
4.  Get footage. 

  

Primary Schools 5.  Water Testing 
6.  Tree planting 
7.  A day where we do activities with them 
8.  Get teachers from our school to help us contact 
and organise with other schools. 

  

Flora Hill Action Plan 

Strategy Action Who When 

Fundraising at 
school. 

1.  Contact suppliers 
2.  Organise info stalls eg Coliban H2O, Parks 
VIC, Oz GREEN and Friends of Kennington 
Reserve 
3.  Let people know our results and action plans 
on radio. 
4.  Put article in newspaper. 
 

Josh,  
 
Pete 
 
Jasmine 
 
Evan 

 

Braemar College Action Plan 

Strategy Action Who When 

Form a school 
Committee. 

1.  Get teacher support 
2.  Presentation at school assembly, Place notice 
on daily notice board 
3.  First meeting briefing, electing positions 
4.  Involve SRC, staff and P&C 

  

Go to Council 5.  Find out when council meets 
6.  Approach council with the results 
7.  Suggest first idea – pamphlets – letters to media 
8.  Suggest second idea – Schools adopt selections 
of river and fun fair 

  

Rotary 9.  Find out when they meet 
10.  Present results 
11.  Ask for support of any kind. 
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Seymour Region School Action Plans 
 

Euroa Secondary College Action Plan 

Strategy Actions Who When 
Get rid of as much 
carp as possible. 

1.  Find out if we need a license or not to fish 
2.  Ask the shire if we are allowed to fish in the 
sevens creek 
3.  We need to ask the principal if we are 
allowed to fish during school hours 
4.  Ask people if they want to help 

  

 5.  We need to find out information on carp, so 
we know how to catch them. 
6.  We can catch the carp by fishing and by 
nets if we are allowed 
7.  We need to get fishing rods and nets for 
everybody helping 
8.  Need other fishing equipment for the rods 
and the nets (hooks and fishing line for 
example)  

  

 9.  Find some people who would be able to 
help us to get the carp out of the river/creek 

  

Broadford Secondary College Action Plan 

Strategy Actions Who When 

To put terracotta 
pots outside 
shops on streets 
to prevent 
smokers from 
dropping their  
butts – that pollute 
our rivers 

1. Talk to our principal Mr Patterson about our 
project. 
2.  If we get the all clear, we will write a letter to 
the shire council presenting our idea. 
3.  We will set a time to meet Mr Schotes and 
discuss our project 
4.  If we get the council’s approval – we will 
begin seeking sponsorship. 
5.  We will ask Mitre 10 for terracotta pots and 
in turn we will put their logo on it 
6.  We will ask local quarries for sand. 
7.  We will raise awareness in the community 
with posters. 
8.  Then finally we will distribute the pots along 
the main streets of Broadford, Kilmore and 
Wallan. 

  

Assumption College Action Plan 

Strategy Actions Who When 

Adopt-a-creek 1.  Inform the people at A.C.K about the program, 
including Br Fons and all the students at a F.S.A 
2.  Press release – Finding sponsors 
3.  Have a community meeting – allocate places for all 
interested people 
4.  Organise signs for each group, showing all the 
different areas. 
5.  Work out a list of duties the carers would need to 
complete in their section 
6.  Begin working on your section, keeping it clean and 
tidy. 
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Fences around 
rivers so stock 
can’t get down.  
Limit stock 
access. 

1.  Awareness for the council so that they can 
make a bit of an effort and help the farmers 
build fences (posters, petitions, fundraisers) 
2.  Build or rebuild fences around 
3.  Build a dam so that the animals have 
something to drink (subsidise) pump water in if 
necessary. 
4.  

1.Council 
2. Local 
govt 
3. Farmers 
4. 
Community 
groups 
5. US! 

2 
months 

from 
today 

Native Plants 1.  Write letters to other tree organisations 
(environmental groups) Ask if they can donate 
trees. 
2.  Community groups to plant trees and care 
for them 
3.  Fundraisers to buy and care for trees 
4.  Local plant stores to donate native plants 

1.  US! 
2.  Schools 
3.  
Community 
groups, 
friends and 
family 

Soon 

 
Echuca Region School Action Plans 
 

Echuca Secondary College Action Plan 
 
Strategy Actions( what steps need to be taken) Who  When 
Talk to people 1) Council – get more rangers, more bins, toilets 

etc rules for campers, signs up about do’s and 
don’ts 
2) Teacher – included in an assessment task for a 
science subject. 
3) Students – what they think about it all and 
willing to help. (Primary schools as well) 
4) 

The 
whole 
group. 

July 

Design Pamphlet 5) Get pictures and information about the Murray 
River. 
6) Get a heading and logo 
7) Get a graphic designer (student) to help with 
the designing 
8) 

The 
whole 
group 

July/ 
August 

Publicity 
Campaign 

9) Get something to say on radio. 
10) Distribute pamphlets to motels/hotels, caravan 
parks, information centres. 
11) Get the Riv to put something in the paper 
about the campaign 

The 
Whole 
group 

Septemb
er 

Echuca High School Action Plan 

Strategy Actions( what steps need to be taken) Who  When 
Research the 
Topic 

1) Talk to council about what plans already have 
and what needs to be done. 
2) Areas in need of native trees 
3) Research which native trees we will use. 
4) 

Kirsty 
 
Class 

 
 
August 
Onwards 

Advertise and 
Fundraise 

5) Radio, newspaper, school newsletters, posters 
6) Raffles with donated prizes, donations, casual 
days 
7) Go to council and see if we can get any free 
trees  
8) Ask nurseries and garden centres for reduced 
prices 
  

Bianca 
and 
Craig 
and 
Rebecca 

 
 
 
 
August 
Onwards 

Organise and 
Conduct and 
Monitor 

9) Organise the plants and the cost, and get them 
10) Get groups of people to plant them for their 
school 

Steven 
and 
Elise 

 
 
August 
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11) Organise the actual planting 
12) Monitor how the plants are growing 
13) Record how well the plants work and which 
area they grow best. 

 
 
Class 

Onwards 

 
Nathalia Secondary College Action Plan 
Strategy Actions( what steps need to be taken) Who  When 
Inform Students 
about program, 
get other 
schools involved 
– club. 

1) Make a letter – to the students for them to 
have an understanding in why they should be 
involved. 
2) Put the letter in the school newsletter – to let 
parents know. 
3) Run first meeting, to highlight the issue – to 
students as well as parents/teachers 
4) Run through the activities to increase their 
understandings about the program 

Angela, 
Fonte, 
Shelley, 
Smith, 
Ashleigh
, 
Miller 

Next 
Term 
Week 1 
– 3  
 

Inform 
Community  

5) Put letter In ”Red Gum Courier” and local 
schools 
6) Inform Local businesses – let them be a part 
and put posters in their shops. 
7) Write to the local stakeholders. 
8) “Letter Box Drop” 

Student 
Group 

Next 
term 
Week 3 
– 7   

Run Catch a 
Carp Day 

9) Research the issue – talk to the stakeholders 
and how can it be fixed? How long will it take? 
10) Get involvement from community and 
students. 
11) Organise sponsorships and advertisements. 
12) Run the day – BBQ – Activities beside fishing 

Student 
group 
and 
commun
ity 

Term 4 
Weeks 
1 – 4 
 
Late Nov  

 
 
Swan Hill Region School Action Plans 
 

 
Tyrrell College Action Plans 
Strategy Actions Who When 
Plant Trees 1. Speak to government for permission and 

appropriate areas to plant them. 
2. Organise a Date 
3. Contact Landcare for foundations towards 
trees. 
4. Research types of trees. 
5. Draw a Plan 
6. See what clubs could get involved 
7. Get the Trees 

Emma 
 
Keesna 
 
Joel 
 
Luke 
Scott 
Sam 
Jack 

June 
 
June 
 
June 
 
July 
July 
July 
August 

 
Swan Hill College Action Plans 
Strategy Actions Who When 
Plant trees in 
Riparian 
Zone 

1. Fundraise to buy trees 
2. Contact council for areas to plant and tools 
and their help and information on trees 
3. Get community and schools to help plant. 
4. Get help from DSE 
5. Get money off government 
6. Get help from Landcare 
7. Get Goulburn Murray water to help 
8. Ask for sponsorship from local business. 
 

Matt 
Adam 
 
Matt 
Alan 
Matt 
Adam 
Alan 
Matt 

Next Week 
Tomorrow 
 
Next Week 
 
Tomorrow 
Next Month 
Week 

Awareness 1. Survey people to see what they know about 
carp. 
2. Research Carp 
3. Make posters to inform about carp. 
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4. Radio Interviews, TV Ads 
5. Survey Fish Clubs 
6. Inform other schools 
7. Video 
8. Visit other schools 
9. Web page 
 

Carp Comp 1. Make Flyers, posters 
2. Fundraise or sponsors 
3. Approach fishing shops 
4. Set a Date 
5. Contact Shire – Department of Environment 
6. Local members of parliament 
7. Interviews for local paper, radio. 
8. Talk to fishing clubs 
 

  

 
 
Mildura Region School Action Plans 
 

 
Pooncarie Public School Action Plan 
Strategy Actions( what steps need to be taken) Who  When 
Clean River Banks 1) As a school/community have a clean up day, 

on the river banks. (BBQ Lunch) 
2) Pull weeds from water and river banks 
3) Ask shire to place more rubbish bins near 
river 
Need: Gloves/Bags/Ute for rubbish pick up. 
4) 

Teacher 
SRC 

Each 
Term. 
Clean 
up 
Day 

Improving River 
Banks 

5) Collect Plants – write to local nursery, land 
care, PADDA 
6) Planting Day – school/local community. 
(BBQ Lunch) 
7) Have a group monitor plants (SRC) 
8) Make wire cylinders. Wooden pegs/Plants/ 
Seeds/Gardening Tools/Stockings 

SRC  

Raise Community 
Awareness 

9) Have a town community meeting to give 
results present action plan. Ask community 
opinion of Action Plan. 
10) Continue to monitor our river water. 
11) Place results in newsletter and Oracle (local 
magazine) (flyer in shop/pub/post office) 

Class 3-6 
Kate 
Mikayla 
Sarah 
Oracle 
Article 
Lauren 
 

Week 
9 

 
Chaffey Secondary College Action Plan 
Strategy Actions Who  When 
Year Level – Eco 
Warrior 

1) Ecobadge 
2) Year level meetings 
3) Focus Topic 
4) Monthly reward H/G Teachers tick next to their 
name for good work, go into draw to win bike. 
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Renmark Region School Action Plans 
 

 
Renmark High Action Plan 
Strategy Actions Who When 
Aim: Get rid of 
carp. Free the 
rivers from it. 

1) Proposal to Mrs Chaplin 
Who – S+E faculty 
2) Use S+E lesson to plan extensively 
3) Go to councils next meeting after planning 
4) Organise sponsors/donators 
When – advertising Murray pioneer free?? 
Win TV, hotel Spot on Fishing Tackle, Cole 
and Woodam, Highlight the Issue of carp 
5) Start Advertising – poster in shops, 
newspapers, celebrities, TV, loudspeakers, 
guest speakers. 
6) Location/s – main – smaller other sites 
7) Final arrangements – setting up Collect 
prizes etc 
8) Double Check – council 
                            - Other Contacts 
9) Set up – Hold the day!  !!FISH-O-RAMA!! 
10) Inform others “of profit” made by stalls – 
win news 
11) Hold it BI-Annually 
12) Report back to the sponsors/donators, 
helpers/volunteers, council. 
!!THANK YOU’S!! 

S+E 
Faculty 
 
All 
 
All 

 

 
Swan Reach Area School Action Plan 
Strategy Actions Who When 
To make the 
community of 
Swan Reach 
aware of the 
health and 
Quality of the 

1) Short presentation to SRAS staff to gouge 
support and commitment to this day. 
2) Contact Mid Murray Council for support, 
venue and date for this day (possibly term 4) 
3)Contact SR progress Association for 
Support 
4) Finalise Activities we want. 

My River 
Committee 

Week 9 
Week 9 
 
By end 
of term 2 

Murray River and 
how they can 
take action for 
the future. 

5) Arrange Donations/support from community 
(council/club, societies/trees etc) 
6) Arrange Guest speakers for day (e.g. 
community, members, Indigenous people, 
older members of the community, irrigators) 
7) Promotion of Day – posters, advertising, 
newsletter, community radio, newspaper, 
shop windows 
8) Finalise activities/guest speakers – final 
organisation stages. 
9) Set up area around river, organise site, 
volunteers, safety. 
10) Promote and advertise. Organise 
fundraisers for the day 
11) Record Day 

 Term 3 
Nov/Dec 

 
Waikerie High Action Plan 
Strategy Actions Who When 
Fundraising 1) Come up with ideas 

2) See Mr Crawford for permission 
3) Make stuff so it can go ahead 
4) Organise dates for meetings and the event 
5) Ask parents for permission 
6) Advertise 

M 
Y 
 
R 

E 
N 
D 
O 
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7) Set things up 
8) Start the program 
9) Put the money made into advertising 
 

Advertising 1) Find people who want to be involved 
2) Get permission from the council 
3) Design the paintings 
4) Buy paint 
5) Organise Date 
6) Do it on trees 
7) Ideas for commercial 
8) Make Preview tapes 
9) Meet with WIN TV to make professional 
commercials 
10) Get aired 

MYRiveR 
Group 

Next 
Year 

Clothing 
Accessories 

1) Ask for donations (money or clothes) 
2) Work out designs – got to designer, use 
competition winners 
3) Work out ingredients for accessories 
4) Make them 
5) Negotiate price 
6) Date, place and time 
7) Advertise 
8) Sell stuff 

MYRiveR 
Group 

Next 
Year 

 
Goolwa Region School Action Plans 
 

Murray Bridge High School Action Plans 
 
Strategy Actions (What steps need to be taken) Who When 
Get tighter 
regulations for 
house boats 
dumping waste 

1. Research to find out what current regulations 
are 

2. Find out how they are being enforced 
3. Lobby local council to bring in stricter rulings 

  

Mannum Community College Action Plans 
 
Strategy Actions (What steps need to be taken) Who When 
Form a school 
environment 
group 

1. Organize meetings – time and day each 
week. 

2. Tell everyone about the issues and condition 
of river using photo’s and results from 
MYRiveR 

3. Organize fundraisers to carry out projects eg. 
Carp catching, river clean up days and water 
testing. 

4. Have some guest speakers come and talk to 
the school. 

  

Eastern Fleurieu School Action Plans 
 
Strategy Actions (What steps need to be taken) Who When 
Hold a 
“carparama” 

1. Set a date, time and location 
2. Contact local radio to make an 

announcement 
3. Put an article in the school newsletter and 

local newspapers. 
4. Design a poster to advertise 
5. Get some sponsors 
6. Organize some prizes for the day for first 

fish, biggest carp, most fish caught etc. 
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Appendix 4: Community Surveys 
 
Corryong 
 
Summary of responses from community interviews: 

• 58% thought the river could be better, 14% thought the condition of the river  good, whilst 22% rated 
it as disgusting / very bad or bad. 

• Throughout their lifetime  
a. 78% thought there were less native fish and more introduced species  
b. 56% thought there had been a decrease in vegetation diversity and 28% an increase in 

willows 
c. 32% thought there were less birds and 24% thought there had been no change 
d. 14% thought water quality had decreased and 6% thought the river banks had deteriorated. 

• There was a wide spread of ideas on the good attributes of the Murray – 36% said recreation, 27% 
our lifeline/water supply, 17% its beauty and history and 11% said the flora and fauna and tourism. 

• Community uses of the river included 45% fishing, 31% irrigation and 19% water supply. 
• Personal use was given as fishing 81%, 14% for electricity and water supply 
• In 20 years time 30% would like to the river water cleaner and healthier, 22% an increase in water 

flow and more native fish, 14% an increase in flora and fauna and 4% would be happy to see it 
remain the same 

• In order to bring these changes about the main things people would like to see is more water and 
pollution controls in place and more respect for the river. 

 
Albury 
 
Summary of responses from community interviews: 

• 46% thought the river could be better, 17% thought the condition of the river good whilst 22% rated it 
as very bad. 

• Throughout their lifetime  
a. 61% thought there were less native fish and more introduced species 
b. 32% thought there had been a decrease in vegetation diversity 
c. 29% thought there were less birds and 36% thought there had been no change 
d. 16% thought water quality had decreased and 9% thought the river banks had deteriorated. 

• There was a broad spectrum of ideas on the good attributes of the Murray – 6% said recreation, 
26% our lifeline/water supply, 13% its beauty and history and less than 9% said either income, flora 
and fauna or tourism. 

• Community uses of the river included 47% recreation and fishing, 15% irrigation, 21% water supply 
and 13% tourism 

• Personal use was given as fishing 77%, 13% for electricity and water supply and 8% do not use the 
river 

• In 20 years time 37% would like to see the water cleaner and the river healthier, 21% an increase in 
flora and fauna with less carp and 4% a decrease in salinity levels. 

• In order to bring these changes about 20% would like to see water controls and less irrigation, 19% 
more water, salinity and pollution controls in place, 18% education, good management and law 
enforcement and 13% more respect for the river 
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Bendigo 
 
Summary of responses from community interviews: 

• 32% thought the river could be better, 51% rated it as bad or disgusting / very bad, 11% thought the 
river was good. 

• Throughout their lifetime  
a. 72% thought there were less native fish and more introduced species and 8% saw no 

change in native fish species  
b. 73% thought there had been a decrease in vegetation diversity and less vegetation, 5% saw 

an increase in willows, and 7% saw no change 
c. 30% thought there were less birds 
d. 40% thought water quality had decreased, and 9% thought there had been an improvement 

in water quality. 
• There was a broad spectrum of ideas on the good attributes of the Murray – 53% said recreation, 

17% its beauty and history, 13% our lifeline/water supply, and 12% said supports flora and fauna 
and tourism. 

• Community uses of the river included 46% recreation and fishing, 19% irrigation and12% water 
supply 

• Personal use was given as recreational fishing 71%, 7% for irrigation and water supply and 21% 
said they did not use the river. 

• In 20 years time 43% would like to see the water cleaner and the river healthier, 29% an increase in 
water flow and 8% would like to see less carp 

• In order to bring these changes about 20% would like to see an increase in water flow, 19% more 
water and pollution controls in place, 16% a breeding program for native fish,15% good 
management and law enforcement and 10% more respect and care for the river through education 
and social awareness 

 
Seymour 
 
Summary of responses from community interviews: 

• 50% thought the river could be better, 25% rated it as bad ,17% thought the condition of the river 
good  

• Throughout their lifetime  
a. 67% thought there were less native fish and more introduced species 
b. 47% thought there had been a decrease in vegetation diversity,14% thought there had been 

no change 
c. 32% thought there were less birds, and 21% thought there had been no change 
d. 23% thought water quality had decreased, 3% thought there had been improvements 

• There was a broad spectrum of ideas on the good attributes of the Murray –27% our lifeline/water 
supply, 27% recreation, 10% its beauty and history, 6% flora and fauna  

• Community uses of the river included recreation and fishing 58%, irrigation 17% and water supply 
16%  

• Personal use was given as fishing 65%, 25% did not use the river and 6% for electricity and water 
supply 

• In 20 years time 40% would like to see the water cleaner and the river healthier, 14% an increase in 
water flow, 14% an increase in flora and fauna and 9% want to see less carp. 

• In order to bring these changes about 35% thought an increase in respect for the river with 
education and community projects was needed, 12% would like to see more water and pollution 
controls in place, 15% law enforcement and good management. 
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Echuca 
 
Summary of responses from community interviews: 

• 47% thought the river could be better, 35% rated it as bad ,9% thought the condition of the river 
good  

• Throughout their lifetime  
a. 59% thought there were less native fish and more introduced species 
b. 32% thought there had been a decrease in vegetation diversity 
c. 39% did not know if bird numbers had changed, 23% thought there had been no change, 

16% thought there had been a decrease and 10% thought there had been an increase in 
bird numbers 

d. 57% did not know of any other changes, 29% thought water quality had decreased 
• There was a broad spectrum of ideas on the good attributes of the Murray –38% recreation, 16% our 

lifeline/water supply, 12% its beauty and history, 9% flora and fauna 
• Community uses of the river included recreation and fishing 66%, irrigation 16%, water supply 10% 

and 7% for tourism  
• Personal use was given as fishing 84%, 16% for irrigation electricity and water supply 
• In 20 years time 45% would like to see the water cleaner and the river healthier, 18% an increase in 

water flow  and open to the sea, 9% want to see less carp and more native species 
• In order to bring these changes about 19% would like to see more water, salinity and pollution 

controls in place, 18% law enforcement and good management, 18% thought an increase in respect 
for the river, 8% an increase in education and 5% wanted an increase in community projects. 

 
Swan Hill 
 
Summary of responses from community interviews: 

• 47% thought the river could be better, 42% rated it as bad or disgusting whilst 10% rated it as good 
• Throughout their lifetime  

a. 66% thought there were less native fish and more introduced species and 11% thought fish 
numbers had increased 

b. 50% thought there had been a decrease in vegetation diversity, 10% saw an improvement 
and 10% saw an increase in willows 

c. 23% thought there had been a decrease the same number thought there had been an 
increase 

d. 16% thought water quality had decreased, 5% thought the number of animals had 
decreased and 5% thought the banks had deteriorated 

• There was a broad spectrum of ideas on the good attributes of the Murray –25% recreation, 27% our 
lifeline/water supply, 13% either its beauty and history, 13% flora and fauna and 6% tourism  

• Community uses of the river included 49% recreation and fishing, 27% irrigation, 9% water supply 
and 8% for tourism  

• Personal use was given as 67% recreation and fishing 16% water supply, 11% irrigation 
• In 20 years time 42% would like to see the water cleaner, and the river healthier, 19% an increase in 

water flow and open to the sea, 12% want to see less carp and more native species and 8% are 
happy for it to stay the same 

• In order to bring these changes about 21% would like to see water use and irrigation controls in 
place, 14% increase in respect for the river including clean up programs, 7% for an increase in 
education, 17% law enforcement and good management and 15% breeding program for native fish. 

 



Page 74 MYRiveR Murray 2004 Project Report – April 2005           © Oz GREEN 2005 

Mildura 
 
Summary of responses from community interviews: 

• 38% thought the river could be better, 38% rated it as bad ,18% thought the condition of the river 
was disgusting 

• Throughout their lifetime  
a. 75% thought there were less native fish and more introduced species 
b. 52% thought there had been a decrease in vegetation diversity 
c. 36% did not know if bird numbers had changed, 30% thought there had been a decrease 

and 21% thought numbers had remained the same  
d. 38% thought water quality had decreased and 7% thought there had been some 

improvements in the river. 
• There was a broad spectrum of ideas on the good attributes of the Murray –30% recreation, 24% our 

lifeline/water supply, 12% either its beauty and history or tourism and 5% flora and fauna  
• Community uses of the river included recreation and fishing 48%, irrigation 26%, water supply 17% 

and 5% for tourism  
• Personal use was given as recreation and fishing 65%, 20% water supply, 7% for irrigation and 8% 

either did not know or did not use the river 
• In 20 years time 47% would like to see the water cleaner, and the river healthier, 18% an increase in 

water flow and open to the sea, 12% want to see less carp and more native species and 5% a 
decrease in salinity levels 

• In order to bring these changes about 15% increase in respect for the river, 14% for an increase in 
education, 14% would like to see more water, salinity and pollution controls in place, 11% law 
enforcement and good management and 11% breeding program for native fish. 

 
 
Renmark 
 
Summary of responses from community interviews: 

• 72% rated the river condition as bad or very bad/disgusting, 20% thought it could be better, whilst 
only 3% rated it as good 

• Throughout their lifetime  
a. 78% thought there were less native fish and more introduced species 
b. 64% thought there had been a decrease in vegetation diversity, 4% saw an improvement 
c. 25% thought there had been a decrease, 18% thought there had been no change, 11% 

thought some species had increased 
d. 16% thought water quality had decreased, 8% thought the number of animals had 

decreased and 3% thought the banks had deteriorated   
• There was a broad spectrum of ideas on the good attributes of the Murray –31% recreation, 23% our 

lifeline/water supply, 12% its beauty and history, 11% tourism and 7% the flora and fauna 
• Community uses of the river included 41% recreation and fishing, 29% irrigation, 19% water supply 

and 5% for tourism  
• Personal use was given as 55% recreation and fishing 25% water supply, 15% irrigation and 5% did 

not know or did not use the river  
• In 20 years time 44% would like to see the water cleaner, and the river healthier, 19% an increase in 

water flow, 12% want to see less carp and more native species and 8% would like salinity levels to 
fall and 3% would be happy for the river to stay the same 

• In order to bring these changes about 26% of respondents would like to see water use and irrigation 
controls in place, 14% law enforcement and good management, 14% an increase in flow, 8% 
breeding program for native fish and 7% for both an increase in respect for the river and an increase 
in education. 
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Goolwa 
 
Summary of responses from community interviews: 

• 22% thought the river could be better, 73% thought the condition of the river is bad or very bad. 
• Throughout their lifetime  

a. 73% thought there were less native fish and more introduced species and 5% saw no 
change in native fish species 

b. 56% thought there had been a decrease in vegetation diversity and 10% an increase in 
willows 

c. 36% thought there were less birds 
d. 78% did not know of other changes, 9% thought water quality had decreased, 2% thought 

the river banks had deteriorated 
• There was a broad spectrum of ideas on the good attributes of the Murray – 24% said recreation, 

24% our lifeline/water supply, 11% its beauty and history and less than 15% said either income, flora 
and fauna or tourism. 

• Community uses of the river included33% recreation/fishing, 30% irrigation and 22% water supply. 
• Personal use was given as fishing 56%, 25% for water supply and 15% do not use the river 
• In 20 years time 25% would like to see the water cleaner,12% the river healthier, 28% an increase in 

water flow, 12% an increase in native flora and fauna with less carp and 6% a decrease in salinity 
levels. 

• In order to bring these changes about 33% would like to see more water and irrigation controls in 
place, 7% education and community projects, 11% good management and law enforcement and 8% 
salt control programs. 
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Appendix 5 - Examples of Media Articles 
Bendigo 10/5/2004      Corryong Courier 22/4/2004 
 

 
Albury 6/5/2004 
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The Guardian, Swan Hill 26/5/2004 

 
 
Sunraysia Daily, Mildura 29/6/2004 
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The Australian 9/6/2004 
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The Post, Albury 6/5/2004 

 
 


